
The conference at Bundaberg was a great success, thanks to Bev Hoult and her terrific 

committee. 

The pre-conference activity was a tour via maxi-taxi of the Botanic Gardens, the Bert 

Hinkler museum, the Bundaberg Rum Distillery where we were served exceedingly    

generous samples of the local product, the Hummock which is the highest point around 

Bundaberg and which offers 360 degree views and a Chinese lunch. Those who took part 

in the excursion loved it. 

The conference itself was conducted in a really friendly atmosphere. Delegates felt very welcome and valued. The 

program was oriented towards U3A business and offered valuable information to delegates. Rhonda Weston’s key 

note address was inspirational. 

There were 26 U3As represented at the conference. The motion to pass the revised constitution was passed    

unanimously and the motion to raise fees by 5 cents per member was passed by 24 of the U3As represented at the 

meeting. 

I would like to welcome new committee members Alison Taylor and Margaret Cook, both of whom were elected to 

the committee at the AGM. Alison has taken on the role of secretary. I would also like to thank Wendy Sanders for 

stepping up into the role of Vice President. Iris Murray who retired from the secretarial role and committee is    

deserving of special commendation. I would also like to thank Julie Porteous for her contribution as Vice President 

in 2018/19 and to recognise her previous roles as Network President and Vice-President. Julie has remained as a 

committee member. 

You can be sure that your new committee will work hard on your behalf. We look forward to another productive 

year. 

In my report on activity for the past year I remarked on the number of resources included on the website in 

2018/19. Please familiarize yourself with the Promotions Booklet, Premises and Facilities Handbook, Start Up Kit 

for new U3As, the Strategic Plan, Group Discount information and the new Constitution. 

Shortly, a Handbook on Governance will be available on the website. The Handbook covers the essential elements 

of good governance. Even if you think that your committee is functioning at optimum levels, I encourage you to do 

the Health Check at the beginning of each section. It will help to pinpoint areas of possible improvement. 

At our first meeting as a new committee we agreed to investigate video training, the compilation of a Policy Bank, a 

review of the Strategic Plan and refreshment of the website. 

Thank you to all those U3As that have put their faith in me and the new management committee. 

Gail Bonser 

President U3A Network QLD 
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We thank you for making our Conference a success.  

We have done a review of your feedback sheets and the majority view is that we succeeded in sparking 

your interest with our speakers, provided chances to interact with your fellow delegates, you learnt a few 

things along the way and we fed you well.  

From our point of view you were great guests. Our volunteers appreciated the interaction you provided 

and the feedback from the staff at The Waves was that we were a wonderful group of people.  

You can plan and organise an event like a conference, but to make it a success you need the enthusiastic 

involvement of the delegates. You came through with flying colours.  

So although weary, we are on a high with the many kind words you left behind.  

We would like to thank the U3A Network Queensland committee for their support in refunding the      

registration fee of the Presidents who attended and by arranging the speakers for the Presidents’ council.  

Our biggest thanks goes to Greg Taylor from U3A Brisbane who looked after the conference website. His 

advice was most valuable and the ability for us to use the list of delegates for the various activities saved 

us an awful lot of work.  

I know many of you have made your own arrangements to obtain copies of presentations of talks that 

were of special interest to you and your U3As. We would be happy to send contact details of any you 

may have missed.  

A big thank you to all delegates who purchased raffle tickets in the Apple IPad.  

Unfortunately no one at the conference won it, but our member who did is over the moon with it.  

We look forward to catching up with you at Redlands in 2020.  

We wish them all the best and hope their time is rewarding as ours.  

Bev Hoult, Fiona Pitt and members of the committee of U3A Bundaberg  

Email: presidentu3abundy@bigpond.com  

Redlands U3A will host the 2020 conference—the theme of the conference is Shine a 

Light on Learning. 

Conferences are a great way to meet new people, catch up with friends, share ideas and 

to keep learning!! 

Come and support Redlands U3A by attending the conference in early June 2020. 

STATE CONFERENCE 2020 REDLANDS  
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Literary Awards for one of our U3A Tutors 

The Johnno Award 

Thea Biesheuvel has worked for several decades as a teacher, mentor, editor 
and publisher of new writers, particularly women. She has taught Creative 
Writing at U3A for some 11 years and will have another full-day workshop 
during the U3A Winter School this year.  

Thea is also an announcer for Radio 4EB in Brisbane (ethnic broadcasting). Her ethnic origin is Dutch. 

This year’s Johnno’s Award judges decided to create an Honours List to acknowledge some of the most 

significant Qld contributors to the writing scene as well as an overall winner.  

The Award is jointly administered by the Qld State Library and the Qld Writing Centre. 

Established in 2001, the “Johnno” is named for what many consider the seminal Queensland novel, written 
by David Malouf and set in Brisbane. It has always focussed on a Qld novelist with a substantial body of 
work, so 2018 was a departure from that requirement by honouring those who have serviced particular sec-
tions of writers. Kristin Olssen was the overall winner, but Thea has been placed on that Honours List this 
year in a ceremony attended by David Malouf and other Qld writers. 

Thea was also one of three finalists in the International ProVerse Competition run each year to find one 

poem by an international poet that expresses the feelings of “home” or “loss of home”. ProVerse is admin-

istered from Hong Kong, where Thea was presented with her “runner-up” prize(s) at the end of April 

(copies available). 

POETS AND POETRY  by Thea Biesheuvel  

For those who like playing with both words and ideas, poetry is often the answer. It is for me. So when I’m 

challenged by a certain topic or a certain event, I often submit a poem for the occasion. 

One such occasion during 2018 was a Poetry Festival organised by an organisation called ProVerse. 

What’s not to like about someone who is “pro” verse? It turns out to be an annual Festival, usually in   con-

junction with the Spring Festival in China and organised by a dedicated group of academics from Hong 

Kong University, the English press in Hong Kong and of course, many of the people who lived under the 

English administration there in past years. 

The International ProVerse Poetry Prize was jointly founded in 2016 by Dr. Gillian Bickley and Dr.     

Verner Bickley, MBE, in association with the international ProVerse Prize for unpublished book-length 

fiction, non-fiction or poetry. The poetry prize is for a single poem, although there may be multiple entries. 

Poems were submitted from Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Czech Republic, France, Greece, Hong 

Kong, India, Indonesia, Italy, Macau, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore, Sweden, Turkey, China, and the 

UK, the UAE and the USA. There are usually distinct sections, such as dictated by topics like:- refuge, 

memories and mementoes, but entrants can select their own topic as well. 

The competition has resulted in an anthology of 139 poems, by 89 poets, published by the Proverse      

publishing house. 

It was a privilege and great boost to be invited to the Award ceremony and talk, listen and hear            
commentaries on the works submitted. It was like talking in a special language. We were also invited to 
talk in Kubrick’s Bookstore (named after Stanley Kubrick) in downtown Hong Kong and have questions 
from the audience. You can look all this up on www.proversepublishing.com or on http://
kubrickpoems.blogspot.com 

My (winning) entry in 2018 was under the heading of “memories”, entitled “Reformation”, which some of 
you will have read. I’ll be entering for the 2019 competition, with the topic “Plastic”. 

http://www.proversepublishing.com/
http://kubrickpoems.blogspot.com/
http://kubrickpoems.blogspot.com/


The worldwide organization that oversees U3As,         

Association of International Universities of the Third 

Age (AIUTA) caters to over 26 million members. China 

is home to approximately 10 million of these.  

The following are the countries that are members of 

AIUTA: Australia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, 

Costa Rica, Croatia, Czech Republic, France, Germany, 

Greece, Holland, Iran, Iceland, Italy, Japan, Lebanon, 

Luxembourg, Malta, Mauritius, Nigeria, Poland, Portu-

gal, Romania, Russia, Senegal, Singapore, Slovakia, 

Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia, Ukraine and Unit-

ed Kingdom. Most countries have their National Body 

as a member, others like Australia have an individual U3A as a member. 

At the recent AIUTA 104th Governing Board meeting in Wuhan, China I was honoured to be the first 

Australian elected to the International Governing Board. 

The focus and aims of the Governing Board are to: 

 To connect U3As around the world 

 To insert a local activity into a broader context 

 To take part in the global development of the needs and contributions of seniors 

 To use the international network to establish exchanges 

 To build an international framework for Lifelong Learning 

 To participate in research for, by and with Seniors 

I look forward to working with the International Board to further the interaction between countries 
and to strengthen the platform that will help bring acknowledgement, recognition and support to U3As 
in Australia. 

 

 

Rhonda Weston 

President 

U3A in Toowoomba Inc. 

From Toowoomba to the World. 

Delegates from China, Colombia, Senegal, 

Ukraine, Slovakia, France, Australia, Italy, Brazil, 

Chile, Portugal and Lebanon  



Nine intrepid Toowoomba U3A members joined the inaugural U3A International Study Tour to China 
and enjoyed a Learning experience not found in day to day U3A Course offerings. 

International U3A Study Tour is a joint initiative between Association of International Universities of the 

Third Age (AIUTA) and Chinese Association of Universities of the Aged (CAUA). This inaugural tour host-

ed 170 U3A members from 10 countries. The opportunity to meet and mingle and learn first-hand of 

other countries and their cultures opens doors to greater understanding. Personal encounters teach us 

that “different and diverse” is what makes the world an interesting destination. 

From Trish: “We had a great time and we have made lifelong memories and made lifelong friends. One 

such new friend is planning a trip to Australia later this year, so we can catch up”. 

From Tom: “I think it was very clear from our itinerary before we left that it was an incredibly full pro-

gramme. An immense amount of work and effort was put into creating a wonderfully varied coverage of 

important tourist highlights. What we covered was like a taste, a sample of what could be expanded on 

if you wanted to travel again later by yourself. The wonderful insight our guides gave us on what we   

really came to “study”, the thousands of years of culture, encapsulated in a few days was really nothing 

short of amazing. If we haven’t come away from this tour greatly enlightened it’s no one’s fault but our 

own. The lingering memories will be the wonderful things we saw.” 

It was unanimously agreed by our group that the interaction with members of several Chinese U3As 

that they visited were the highlights of the tour. The generous and warm hearted welcome, the          

invitation to participate in classes, such as calligraphy, tai chi, paper cutting and ballroom dance to 

name a few, showed that regardless of nationality, U3A joins seniors in an instantaneous bond of 

friendship and connectivity. 

Future Study Tours will be offered in China, Japan, India, France, Portugal, Austria, Slovakia, Bulgaria, 

Poland, Czech Republic, Columbia, Mexico, Tunisia and of course Australia. 

International Study Tours open up a whole new Learning Experience to U3A members worldwide. 

Rhonda Weston 

President – U3A in Toowoomba Inc. 

 

From Toowoomba to China 



 
Hervey Bay Writing Competition 

 

The Hervey Bay U3A Whale Tales Writing competition is happening again this year.   

Every U3A in Queensland must have some budding writers amongst their             

members who would like to enter this competition.   

The competition is open to all members of U3A.   

Entry details will be available from mid June on the Hervey Bay U3A website www: herveybayu3a.net 

 

 

We just recently revamped our newsletter and sought paid advertising.  You can see the end result on our 
website: http://www.u3aipswich.org.au/ and scroll to the bottom of the page.  

We raised $695 through our advertisements and doubled the print run from 350 to 700. Extra copies 
were dropped off at businesses around town. 

The reaction from our members has been very luke-warm; more like "why would I want to read about 
commercial organisations etc...". At least it was cost neutral. The private businesses are very keen to    
access the U3A market with 10 of our advertisers committing to taking an ad for a total of 4 issues.  We 
will not give them the same advertorial space in coming issues. 

Norid Krausz is our Management Committee member who spear-headed this project. She has done an 
excellent job.  

Paulette Montaigne  
President Ipswich and West Moreton 

Ipswich U3A  

Granite Belt U3A Coffee Group that is addicted to walking  

The Granite Belt Walking Group steps out every Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  The only thing that 

stops the group is heavy rain. The group finds the heat in summer tiring and the winter cold bracing. In 

Winter, the group seems to walk much faster than in Summer as the cold stimulates us to quicken our 

pace.   

The group believes that we can’t turn back the clock but we can wind it up.  Most of the group have at 

some time tried walking by themselves but find that the group exercise has many benefits. 

One of the members of the walking group who lives alone in an isolated part of the Granite Belt was 

recently overheard to say: “U3A has changed my life” .  This line will be used by Granite Belt U3A in 

advertising in the future.   

http://www.u3aipswich.org.au/


The Conference in Photos  
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Visiting the Rum Distillery Hinkler  House and Aviation Museum  

Bundaberg Botanical Gardens  



Positive Ageing Journey Event & Expo  

Saturday, June 29  9.30am - 2.30pm 

Burnie Brae Community Centre  

60 Kuran St, Chermside, Brisbane. 

 

Tickets are available now for $20 per person including all guest speaker sessions, morning tea & lunch.  

To book call Burnie Brae on 07 3624 2121 or book online through the Burnie Brae website at 

www.burniebrae.org.au/PositiveAgeingJourney. 

Guest speakers include world renowned Professor Roly Sussex talking about how to use language to fight 

back against dementia, TV Chef Alastair McLeod from Channel 10’s Ready Steady Cook ‘with a session 

on eating well in your senior years’ and garden great Ross McKinnon.  

Thank-you from the Editor  

Many thanks to the Groups who have responded to the survey that was sent out to all member groups in May.  

The majority of groups send the Network News to members of the Management Committee but some groups 

make the Newsletter available to all members either through email and/or by placing the Newsletter on a          

noticeboard for those members who do not have email.  

One of the suggestions I received was to decrease the size of the newsletter. This is not always possible as I try to 

include as many articles as I can from members. I will endeavour to follow any suggestions submitted to me.  

Remember– this is your newsletter and I try to keep the information relevant to most members. I also welcome a 

variety of items that might interest other groups or might stimulate or enthuse others in the state to try a new 

activity or a new idea for advertising U3A.  Ipswich U3A have begun advertising in their newsletter.  For more    

details see Page 6.   

On a personal note, one of the ideas that Granite Belt U3A is considering is the formation of a travel group.  One 

of the groups in Queensland has a travel group and several of the members would like to try group travel. Where  

this will lead us will only be limited by our imaginations (and maybe finances!) 

Please excuse any omissions in this newsletter.  I am currently in Kalamunda, Western Australia, house sitting for a 

family member and I left all my U3A information in the folder in the car in Brisbane and I am using an office space  

that I am not familiar with.  No, I wasn’t running late for the plane just terrified of one of the parking attendants at 

the airport who was giving everyone a very hard time for spending too much time in the drop off zone!!   

I have been in contact with two U3A groups in Western Australia and I am looking forward to sharing ideas with 

them.  One of the groups, Lesmurdie U3A, has 20 members.   

One of the things that has surprised me in Western Australia is the idea that all of Queensland is hot all the time.  

When I mention frost and snow that occurs on the Granite Belt, I am looked at with disbelief!! 

Positive Ageing Event and Expo  



U3A QLD NETWORK NEWS Page 9 

 To be the Queensland peak body for autonomous U3A Groups, and to represent them at state,   

national and international level. 

 To promote the U3A movement in Queensland and foster new U3A Groups in regions not yet 

served.  

 To provide publicity for U3A at a state level, including the development of a U3A Network    

Queensland website to which all individual member websites could be linked. 

 To enhance communication and information exchange between Member U3A Groups and as far 

as practicable with other U3As in Australia and Internationally. 

 To act with others to improve the status and position of U3As in our community.  

 To exchange ideas and resources with other universities of the Third Age both in Australia and 

overseas. 

President  Gail Bonser  0417 943 296 email: - president.u3aqld@gmail.com 

Vice-President  Wendy Sanders 0417 606 739  email:-  vp.u3aqld@gmail.com 

Secretary  Alison Taylor  0431 579 870  email:-  secretary.u3aqld@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Maria Licence  0403 012 430 email:-  treasurer.u3aqld@gmail.com 

Publicity  Greg Doolan   0418 732 343 email:-  publicity.u3aqld@gmail.com 

 

Committee    

Phil Morisette ( Rockhampton)  4928 7769  email:- philip.morisette@gmail.com 
Julie Barnes (Newsletter)   0417 074 520 email:- networknews2016@gmail.com 
Julie Porteous (Redlands)   0412 198 722 email: jporteous35@gmail.com 
Marg Cook (Dalby)    0428 680 297 email: margcook78@gmail.com 

Objects of the U3A Network Queensland Inc 

U3A Network Management Committee Contact Details  

mailto:philip.morisette@gmail.com

