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                                                Newsletter of Bribie Island University of the Third Age.  Issue 92 - April  2020 
 

     Bribie and Beachmere U3A centres are currently closed due to the coronavirus.  
Check on the website www.u3abribie.org.au for updates. 

  

 

Day 5. Good News 
Dramatic drop in cases in Bongaree. The curve had been rising alarmingly and peaked yesterday at 
10 cases but overnight it has dropped by 50% to 5 cases. We were very concerned that if the curve 
kept rising sharply, the removal system would be overwhelmed.  But unfortunately, some 
individuals seen here in the photo have ignored all medical advice about correct social distancing 
and have continued to congregate. Thus, they have been arrested and issued ‘on the hop’ fines. Let 
this be a lesson.  We are prepared to take further drastic action to flatten the curve. 
You may have surmised that we have a green frog plague. Lovely to see them but for some strange 
reason they get inside the back door of our 4WD every night, so each morning we have to carefully 
relocate them to avoid them getting squashed.                                                          
                                                                                                                          Jan and Phil Williams 
 

Hi Everybody,  
     I hope you are keeping well and safe.  We are sending out the newsletter to let you know that U3A is still alive and 
kicking and waiting patiently for this virus to clear off so we can get back to normal life. 
    During the close-down we will be sending out a newsletter every now and then by email.  We are endeavouring to 
update everybody’s records to ensure the correct email addresses. If you know of someone who may not have received 
the newsletter, would you please contact them and ask them to send their email address to us via the website. 
Alternatively you may be reading this newsletter via the website, but have not received it by email, in which case you 
could also update us via the website.  For people without an email address, we are currently unable to deliver the 
newsletter in an effectively ‘socially isolated’ manner!   Remember you can contact other folk by Skype or Zoom, both of 
which are free to download.  Some classes are operating via Zoom at the moment.  If you have experience of delivering 
classes on line we would be interested in hearing from you as this may be an alternative for other groups to try, while we 
are unable to mingle. 
   Take care and hopefully we will all meet again soon.                                                               Greg Sibthorpe   -  President 

 

How to Spend your Coronacation 

There is so much to keep us amused if we are stuck in homes, to fill in the time between taking the dog for walks.  
For the Movie addicts there is still lots to keep us entertained on TV with iView, SBS On Demand, Netflix etc as well 
as DVD's .   I have been watching: 
The Little Drummer Girl on SBS, an 8 part mini series based on the John le Carre novel - rated 8/10 
The Capture on iView, a 6 part modern day crime-spy thriller  - rated  7/10  but improves as it progresses. 

On Netflix there is a new series called Self Made , which is a true story of an African American washerwomen who 
rises from poverty to build a beauty empire and become the first female self-made millionaire. Staring Octavia 
Spencer. 
Another interesting new series is Unorthodox - a Hasidic Jewish woman in Brooklyn flees to Berlin from an 
arranged marriage and is taken in by a group of musicians - until her past comes calling. 

 If you are into Live Theatre try one of these links https://bit.ly/3apd7UA or https://bit.ly/2w1jMFy  for a range of 
classic or modern live theatre streaming. I have just watched The Wharf Revue  by the Sydney Theatre Company 
(www.antlive.com.au)  and next is David Williamsons Emerald City. 
To relax after a hectic day of lockdown I collect my carton of home delivered wine and attend a concert at the  
Berliner Philharmoniker Digital Concert Hall (https://bit.ly/2wClihI)                                Keep  well.   Colin Hodges 

 

http://www.u3abribie.org.au/
https://bit.ly/3apd7UA
https://bit.ly/2w1jMFy
file:///C:/Users/gregs/Downloads/www.antlive.com.au
https://bit.ly/2wClihI
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You thought dogs were hard to train! 
Look at all those humans who can’t sit and stay! 

Look at their social distancing! 

Many thanks to the text, games and especially joke suppliers.             
 We really appreciate your efforts to provide wry smiles.      Ann 

 

Italian Language learning is still on the move with U3A members. 
The coronavirus has slowed down many of our activities over the past few weeks. However, it hasn’t stopped U3A 
members studying Italian. Tutors, together with members learning Italian, have taken to electronic communication, 
through email, Skype and FaceTime to stay in touch with their studies. 

The members who were enrolled in Italian Level 3 in Term 1, 2020 meet online through FaceTime once a week and 
practice listening, reading and most importantly, speaking together.  Italian-English Parallel Texts are used which come 
with the audio for each story. The separation of people who are part of a group can have an adverse impact on us.  
Staying connected will not only give some normality to our lives but also ward off boredom. We are happy to meet online, 
continue our Italian language acquisition and to continue to cultivate our friendship. 
Link: onlineitalianclub.com    Click on Shop for free books and audio, choose a book, click on Free sample chapter, 
download 
Resta in buona salute a tutti (stay in good health everyone).                                                                  Rose Barnes 
 

         That moment: you are asked to look after the elderly 
and you realize that you are the elderly! 

W 

It’s for 
your own 
good: stop 
touching 
your face! 

   If schools are closed for too long, 
         Parents will discover a vaccine before scientists do. 

                    

              parents will discover a vaccine before the 
scientists 

Handy Hints: a little differently!!!!! 

 Take a moment to escape outdoors: suitably isolated, of course, to check the trees (still growing), the 
flowers (still bright) and the birds (still chirping) and the butterflies - so many things are right with the 
world!  Better than news bingeing! 

 Become a pro-active U3A’er: contact fellows in your group, check out the U3A website, send some details of 
how you are occupying your time. Tell us about those quirky moments. Use website.www.u3abribie.org.au 

 Seize the day to do something that you have always intended to!  Start to paint/draw/write your memoirs, 
learn a language/do some research/sort out those photograph albums!  More ideas coming, need more space! 

 
 
 
The boules class decided it was prudent to self-isolate, but, being a competitive lot and unwilling to give up the sport 
readily, decided to play in their own gardens. To start the game, the first member tossed a boule in their backyard, and 
then phoned the next member who tossed their boule in their backyard and so on. The first game was long and 
inconclusive. It seemed too difficult to decide who was closest to the jack.  

Positive view: plenty of time to dream up a better system! 

 Word game 
 

How many words of 4 or more 
letters can you make?  
Each letter can be used only 
once per word and must 
contain the central letter. 
 

 

Use the clues below to fill in the 
square. The words read the same 
horizontally and vertically.  When 
you have finished the shaded 
letters from the top will spell the 
hidden word! 
       1. Peak of a wave           
       2. Arrive at destination     
       3. Keen enthusiastic             
       4. Fuss: cause a      
       5. Number in a trio 
 


