Third Age
Newsletter of Bribie Island University of the Third Age. Issue 102 - January (2) 2021
Bribie U3A centre will reopen in 2021 for Term 1.
Term 1 information: www.u3abribie.org.au Tel: 3408 1450.
Reception: Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 3.30pm. during school terms from 1st Feb. 2021

Beachmere U3A: The Hub, Main St. Beachmere
Contact: 0456 685 736, or check http://u3abeachmere.org.au

President’s report
Hello Everybody,
Well at last - we have made it! Back to U3A on 1st of February. Hooray.
I would like to take this opportunity of welcoming everybody back to U3A. It has been a
rough year, but hopefully soon we will all be operating as normal. We have many new
members joining for the first time. On behalf of the committee, I welcome you all to our
U3A and look forward to a long relationship. I hope you enjoy the classes on offer and I
can recommend the company.
To those members who turned up for enrolment, thank you for complying with our
Covid arrangements. Needless to say the committee is monitoring the situation
carefully and we will follow the requirements implicitly to ensure the safety of our members. I would also like to
extend our appreciation to Margaret Spooner and the committee for managing the enrolment days exceptionally
well under these difficult conditions.
As you can imagine life at U3A has already changed dramatically thanks to our virus mate, so here are our
conditions under which we will be operating.
 First and foremost, if you are feeling unwell or have recently been unwell, DO NOT COME TO U3A.
You can ring us or email your apologies.
 We will have to maintain social distancing throughout the complex. This means that all the rooms have a

maximum number of people allowed in them at any one time. All our courses have been adjusted to
reflect these numbers. Where social distancing cannot be maintained, folk should wear masks.

 We have established a 30 minute break between classes to ensure folk can get out before a new group

come in and that the classroom equipment is properly sanitised between classes.

 Please use the hand sanitisers provided, frequently. We have installed automatic hand driers in the toilets.
 We will no longer be able to congregate within the complex, so friendly chatting will need to take place outside

U3A, away from the doorways. For the same reason, please do not arrive more than a few minutes before
your class starts.
 Members will be able to enter through the front lobby but exit ONLY through the fire door at the front of the
building. Similarly, those folk attending classes in the hall must only exit via the doors next to the Vietnam
Vets’ rooms.
 The kitchen will not be available. Members will need to bring only their own filled water bottles. No food
may be brought or shared on the premises. No hot drinks may be made in the kitchen. If you are
attending more than one class in a day, you will have to make your own arrangements for refreshments,
outside U3A.

. Some classes will be held off site. Members will need to adhere to the Covid arrangements set up at those

locations.
Basically you will have to treat the premises like you would a shop: come in, go to your class and go out. Until
we have the all clear from Queensland Health, we will not be relaxing these rules. Let’s all be realistic and take
responsibility for our own health and that of other members.
 We have a system to record members’ contact details and entry and exit times which we will hold for 56

days before destroying as required by Queensland Health.

 Our preferred form of communication to members is now by email. As 95% of members are on our email

list, it is possible for us to easily advise members of any changes. We will be encouraging tutors to
communicate in the same way so, from Term 1 before getting in the car to come to U3A, please check your
email. If you need help in setting up email we can assist with that.
I hadn’t realised what a complex situation wearing and managing a mask was! The last time I wore a mask I
was six years old and the mask was a tiger face so I wasn’t relishing the idea of returning to that state of affairs!
Having donned my all-purpose cheap and cheerful version, the first thing that happened was my glasses kept
steaming up so, not only could people not hear what I was saying and vice versa, I couldn’t see them so was
often seen talking to lamp posts, supermarket pillars and other convivial structures. As the humidity rose, so
did the local fog. I tried dipping my glasses in water like you do when you go diving to clear your goggles, but
that was not so effective. I soon realised that it was the quality of the mask that was the issue. Other folk, I
noticed, had masks made of material or they had vents on them. Some were obviously designer masks
although I’ve yet to see a Calvin Klein mask, but I guess you could wear your boxers on your head if you wanted to be noticed. Maybe we should commission some U3A branded masks!
Looking forward to seeing you all again.
Take care and stay safe.
Greg Sibthorpe President

Bribie prepares for 2021!
The program team would like to thank all U3A members
for their support and patience while the committee,
programmers and many additional recruits worked over
the last 2 months to resuscitate the program.
The results of their endeavors are that 160 groups will
Is there a vacancy?
operate from Feb 1st at 20 locations, for 1139 members
with
2062
class
enrolments,
as
we
enjoy
the
U3A
experiences
The Covid requirement
again.
An essential feature of the journey was everyone willingly took the responsibility to keep themselves safe and were also
supportively respectful of those around them, with changing regulations! Ultimately, the success of Term 1 for all members
will be dependent on all of us maintaining that cooperation. Congratulations, everyone, on the team work.

Waiting patiently!

SOME NEW CHALLENGES
FABRIC EMBELLISHMENT.. Thursday 12.30 - 2.00 Tutor - Jennie Driver
This course teaches members to develop a craft to use up bits of lace, ribbon, braid, beads, buttons
and charms. By using a piece of basic fabric, like an old doily or a piece of patchwork, an individual
and unique creation can emerge. Adding embroidery, braid, or machine stitches can “embellish”
projects. Initially members will work on small pieces and create a journal or fabric book.

AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL CULTURE …. Tuesday 12.30 - 2.00

Tutor - Robert Lacey

Presented by Robert Lacey, from the Mandamdanji and Waka Waka nations, this course is
designed to provide members with the opportunity to learn, understand and appreciate the
complexity of the rich and diverse Aboriginal culture. The course examines the culture prior to
colonisation and the subsequent influences of European settlement.

AUSTRALIA - SOCIAL AND CULTURAL HISTORY …. Monday 8.15 - 10.15 Tutor … Barry Finch
COMPUTER - PHOTOBOOK CREATIONS …. Monday 12.30 - 2.00
Tutor… Geoff Archer
AUSSIENALIA …… Wednesday 1.30 - 3.00 Tutor .. Barry Finch
WRITING YOUR MEMOIR ….. Wednesday .. 8.00 - 10.00 Tutor .. Ann Jones (6 weeks, starts 17 Feb.)
ITALIAN FOR TRAVELLERS Level 1 ….. Friday 12.00 - 1.30 … Eric Lanham

BRIBIE ISLAND U3A
THEATRE GROUP
Welcome back! QPAC has opened to theatre lovers once more and under strict Covid-19
regulations, we will commence organising outings in 2021 unless health regulations change
again. We are pleased to announce the shows currently open for bookings are:

‘Come From Away’
‘The Sleeping Beauty’
‘The Nutcracker’
‘Westside Story’

Wednesday, 5th May – 1.00pm $90.00 (Concession)
Thursday, 10th June – 1.30pm $105.00
November -Date to be advised when bookings open
Still postponed from 2020 but not cancelled.

Changes to the method of listing and payment will come into effect in 2021. The
Theatre Group is now registered as a class of U3A and your name will go on the list
only when your payment is received. After announcement of a show, the number of
booked seats will be sold to the first members to pay and when the list is full, a
waitlist will be established. The list will then be posted on the noticeboard and
members can mark if they wish to sit with other particular members. Cancellations always occur so
don’t be deterred by being on the waitlist, you will likely get a seat.
Enquiries: Lorelle 0408 301 973 / Shona 0468 406 813
or email: TheatreGroup@bribieu3a.com.au

U3A Beachmere Inc.
Congratulations to the independent U3A at Beachmere.
U3A Beachmere Inc. now has its own website - http://www.u3abeachmere.org.au.
- the primary place to find the latest news from U3A Beachmere Inc.
To join Beachmere U3A or join their classes, you need to contact or visit the Beachmere centre. (0456 685 736)

At The Hub, Main St. Beachmere
Membership Fees: $15 (Reciprocal membership for U3A Bribie and Caboolture Members.)
Class fees: Full term $20. Short course: $15. Workshops: $6 per session. Casual days: $5
(No eftpos or credit card facilities at present)

Classes will start from Monday, 1st Feb. 2020

Advance Notices

U3A Players are excitedly planning their presentation of ‘Suspense’ for Term 2 with shows on Friday, 14th.

evening and matinees on Saturday, 15th. and Sunday, 16th. May 2021. We are working within current Covid safe
regulations so there are some changes to our usual arrangements! The audience number will be lower and
although we hope to decorate the hall with art work from our art and craft groups, the 'official' Art opening will be
delayed till the planned second Theatre and Art presentation later in the year. More information will be included
in later newsletters and on U3A noticeboards. As the group members work towards the show, any U3A member
who enjoys the theatre experience (be it on stage, back stage or as a helper!) is asked to contact the producer by
email: hazelmephan@hotmail.com.

AGM: for Bribie U3A to be held on Friday, 26th March at U3A at 1.00pm.

In line with Covid restrictions some changes to the format can be expected and details will be circulated in the next
newsletter including the nomination forms for committee positions.

Third Age: It is planned to revert to the pre-Covid pattern for the Bribie U3A newsletter production for Term
1. So the next edition will be the short one associated with the AGM, with the following one about 3 weeks
before the end of Term 1 to advise members of the arrangements for Term 2 and report on events as we swing
back into action! For delivery, we will continue to use email but, instead of home deliveries, a limited number
of printed copies will be available at U3A near Reception, for members unable to access them electronically. If
you currently do not receive email copies but do have access to email, it saves U3A time and resources if you
join the emailing list. Many thanks to all the members who helped with the monthly editions in 2020 as we
endeavored to stay in touch!

Little Joys - Transplants

Once upon a time some 5 or 10 years ago, we planted sunflowers and revelled in the resultant crop of
flowers. It occurred to us that a repeat could be on the cards…….
My husband is enthralled by new ideas, especially in the gardening department, thus I am
not at all surprised to see seeds slotted into various seed containers which are duly
watered, cared for and then inserted into the vege. garden. He’s done awfully well in
terms of necessary plants - chillies which thrive while aubergines and tomatoes have
recently suffered some fate, which resembles the description of ‘Black Death’. The silver beet looks over
them with a degree of superiority.
So, after he planted some thriving seedlings, we sat back to watch their growth. One does this for
entertainment when retired!
One day he said,
“I’d like you to look at this plant in the vege. garden”. Dutifully I looked.
There didn’t seem to be anything wrong with it. It was growing. It had a flower. A nice yellow flower.
I tried to look knowledgeable enough to praise him for his horticultural abilities.
“It’s a sunflower!” he exploded.
Oh dear, not quite in the right bit of garden.
I was brave, “So where are the chillies?”
“Where the sunflowers should be!” - gosh, I shouldn’t have solicited the obvious reply.
It would seem that the vege. garden is now part of the flower garden and vice versa. I do so hope that
they can all get along nicely…………… As for the rather large sunflowers – I imagine that they’ll grow
tall enough to wave at our neighbours over the fence, which could be rather – er – neighbourly.
One wonders about dementia and gardeners. There’s your thought for the week.
Bernie Hillier

Riddle

Each line of the riddle will reveal successive letters of the final answer.
You can put each letter in the box opposite
and reading down will give you the hidden word.

My daughter wanted a
Cinderella themed party,
so I invited her friends over
and made them
clean my house.

My first letter is in STAID but isn't in DAINTY
My second letter is in MODEST but isn't in MEDDLESOME
My third letter is in COLD but isn't in CHILDISH
My fourth letter is in TIMID but isn't in JUDGEMENT
My fifth letter is in SINCERE but isn't in ENTERPRISE

CHANGE A WORD:

Can you go from STUMP
to CLASH in five moves,
just by changing one letter
each move to form a new
word?

Dance class: early 2021

Stump

Clash
1.5m

Answers to last month’s puzzles.

Around the block: Finally we ar e going to
reopen.
Word Windows:

In the rush to return to
normal, use the time to
consider:
which parts of normal are
really worth,
rushing back to!
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- YEAR, YELP, PLOW

