Third Age
Newsletter of Bribie Island University of the Third Age. Issue 101 - January (1) 2021
Bribie U3A centre will reopen in 2021 for Term 1.
Term 1 information: www.u3abribie.org.au Tel: 3408 1450 (from January 11th. 2021)
Beachmere U3A: The Hub, Main St. Beachmere
Contact: 0456 685 736, or check http://u3abeachmere.org.au

President’s report
Hi Everyone,
This is our last newsletter for 2020 (or is it our first for 2021?).
Anyway, I hope Christmas and New Year are all you were hoping for and that everyone is fit and safe.
As you know, assuming Covid stays away, we will be opening U3A for Term 1, 2021. Classes will commence
on February 1st.
Elsewhere in this newsletter and on the website are the re-enrolling arrangements. Everybody who was
enrolled in Term 1, 2020 will have the opportunity to remain enrolled in those classes (assuming they are
being offered) for Term 1, 2021. Some of the bigger classes have been processed in December in an
attempt to reduce the queues in January. So I look forward to seeing you all again in 2021. Operations will
be slightly different in order to manage our obligations under our Covid safety plan, but rest assured, the
quality of the classes has not changed. Our tutors are raring to go!
Julie & I managed to pack the car and spend a few days over Christmas with the family in Brisbane. Our
granddaughter has moved on from enjoying the wrapping paper and boxes more than the presents inside, so
I guess she is growing up.
One of the things I like about Christmas is the way people decorate their houses. We have two neighbours
who seem to compete with each other to provide the more splendid array of lights and animated elves in their
front yards. This year they excelled themselves and, as dusk approaches, we have a minor brown out in the
street as the two yards light up. Seems like a good reason to get solar power installed.
The dogs in our family, past and present, are always obliged to entertain the humans by being dressed up
in various festive clothing, antlers, tinsel, or Santa hats. They always look offended, but Hey! it’s Christmas,
and they get more wrapped treats than the rest of us. One chap refuses to smile for the camera when he has
to wear his surf lifesaving vest and cap though.
I’m looking forward to wallowing around in the pool. We have a blow-up slice of pizza, huh? to float around
on, but a friend noted he had an inflatable drinks holder which sounds like a much better idea. Sometimes I
wonder about the trade with China. We send them coal, which they claim they don’t want, and they send us
inflatable pizza slices……. Hmm - time to hit the beer, I think.
Best wishes everybody, see you in 2021.

Greg Sibthorpe. President.

A New Year’s resolution is
one that goes in one year
& out the other.
I was going to quit all my bad
habits for the new year,
then I remembered
that nobody likes a quitter!

Want to avoid disappointment?
Then please take the time to check the timetable for your courses
and remember the following dates.
Monday 11 January - Friday 15 January. (8.30 am. - 3.00 pm.)

To confirm your intention to return to the courses you were doing in Term 1, 2020, you must make the course payments
during this week. To avoid long wait times and enable the payment process to be as efficient and relaxing as possible, we
are asking for your co-operation.

Check the timetable and then simply ask yourself:

1) W hat is m y first course in the week ?
2) What day is it on?
3) What time is it on?
The day and time you identified is when we would ask you to come into U3A to pay,
not only for that course, but for all the courses from Term 1, 2020 to which you want to return.
Members of the courses held outside the 8.30 am - 3.00 pm time should come during the day identified.

*Remember that your 2020 membership has been rolled over to 2021, so no U3A membership payment is required.
*When making course fee payments it would be appreciated if the eftpos facility was used.
If cash payment is your only option, please have the correct amount.
Understandably there may be some members who are taking the opportunity to re-unite with
family or travel during this enrolment week. If this situation relates to you, it is suggested that
you may wish to organise a friend to act on your behalf.
Remember course payments must be made by 3.00 pm. on Friday 15 January.
After that time, the names of those who have not renewed are deleted from the course roll, to
create vacancies for others to join the course.
FROM MONDAY 18 JANUARY - THOSE COURSES THAT HAVE VACANCIES
WILL BE ADVERTISED ON THE WEBSITE www.u3abribie.org.au AND ON THE U3A NOTICEBOARDS.

Monday 25 January - Thursday 28 January (including Australia Day Holiday) from 9.00 am. - 1.00 pm.
During this week members have the opportunity to enrol in any of the courses that have vacancies.

Monday 1 February …. TERM 1 COMMENCES.

It will be great to see everyone back enjoying what U3A has to offer.

If you know of any one who is interested in joining Bribie U3A, please discuss the
following arrangement with them.

New members are always welcome. Unfortunately communicating with new members is difficult
with the U3A centre closed until January. Our website www.u3abribie.org.au contains information
in relation to the proposed Term 1, 2021 timetable along with brief course descriptions, newsletters
and more. Special arrangements have been made to assist new members.
Wednesday 20 January to Friday 22 January from 9.00 am to 1.00 pm has been set aside exclusively to welcome
new members. This will be the opportunity for new members to find out more about U3A and to discuss programmes.
We look forward to meeting with you.

U3A Beachmere Inc. wishes all its U3A Bribie friends a happy, peaceful and safe Christmas
and a New Year of renewed friendships and learning.
U3A Beachmere Inc. now has its own website - http://www.u3abeachmere.org.au.
The website will be the primary place to find the latest news from U3A Beachmere Inc. Check it
out - there's news there already, with some interesting titbits from Term 4, plus details for Term 1.

Sign On days for 2021: 21st, 22nd and 27th Jan. from 9 - 12.

At The Hub, Main St. Beachmere
Membership Fees: $15 (Reciprocal membership for U3A Bribie and Caboolture Members.)
Class fees: Full term $20. Short course: $15. Workshops: $12. Casual days: $5
(No eftos or credit card facilities at present)
U3A Beachmere Mosaics
celebrated the spirit of Christmas.

Classes will start from Monday, 1st Feb. 2020

The Posi Aussie -

from the 2020 Positive

Traditionally, as Australians, we have a laid back attitude and a tendency to see the funny side of life. But
nothing says A ussie more than our use of Slang, our penchant for transforming correct English words into
diminutives or abbreviations to create colloquialisms. This casual use of our homegrown language gives us
our unique national characteristics and helps to establish our identity as part of the Oz-mob, bringing us closer
together and belonging to the group.
Even in the midst of this global pandemic, we have managed to stay true to our spirit of She’ll be right, Mate
and find a little bit of light in the dark by introducing new words into our National Dictionary. It is amazing how this
attitude has helped us Cha Cha (One foot forward, one foot back) through Covid.
I eavesdropped on a conversation at the train station the other day. It went like this:
The ‘Rona virus is a real pando. Knocked off a few around the world.’
‘Yeah?’
‘Yes.’
‘And the thing is, you never know if it’s your turn next.’
‘That right?’
‘Yes, it happened at work the other day. Our boss tested positive to the ‘rona virus, so one of the employees raced
down to W oollies for some sanny o keep himself safe, but it’d all been Magpie’d.
When he got back, his workmates kept yelling, ‘Coviodit! Coviodit!’
He didn’t know what they were talking about, but he soon found out because, while he was at W oolies, the
company had gone into lockdown, and they all had to go into iso for 2 weeks. They said he could W FH. He
nearly had a Mickey. But he was all right because they’ve got quartanteams giving people a
hand while they’re in quazzie and he could nick a coronacoma after lunch without anyone
knowing.
His biggest bitch during this coronapocalypse was that everyday was Blurrsday.
I hope that there aren’t too many Blurrsdays for you in the New Year,
that you are successful in flattening the curves, and 2021 will be the best you have ever had.
‘

Ann Jones

A WORLD OF ART
There are many ways to look at life! At 5am. I was walking the dogs and, from one band of cloud, came a
beautiful rainbow. What a perfect picture! It is true that there are many things in life that try our patience, but at the
end of the day, we have learnt some new lessons and have grown from our experience. I had a mediocre meal at a Café,
but the company was good and, when we walked across to the foreshore, the view was outstanding. Yes, another
perfect picture. The colours of the water were stunning and the trees ever so green, refreshed by the rain the day
before, so the colours came out to greet you. Everywhere we look there are views of outstanding beauty that brighten
your heart and soothe the soul.
Our task is to learn to see them and to appreciate the beauty surrounding us. When you start to think - I would
love to draw that or wonder how you would achieve that colour, you are becoming an Artist. When you see the world as
a visual experience and find joy in it all, then you are becoming an Artist.
We have had a tough year, though, here in QLD, we have had it better than most, but our world will be different and we
need to show appreciation of changes and the new order. So when it is all becoming a little hard, find one of those many
things in our world that warms your heart and soothes the soul. Let the artist in you see the world. Remember it is an
amazing place and you just have to see it through the eyes of an Artist. Fill your eyes with colour and your hearts with
joy. I look forward to seeing you back at U3A in 2021.
Kay Taaffe

Little Joys – in the laundry
A domestic consensus established that the mattress overlay had to be washed. This particular item
is a very thick, very heavy piece of work, its manufacture probably involving half the sheep in New Zealand
and far too large to fit in our washing machine. Cogitation led us to the bathroom and a tub full of water,
topped with several scoops of laundry powder. Throughout the day regular swishing took place.
Eventually we decided the time had come to take the sodden mass out to the clothesline but how –
without a flooded floor and passage way?
The wheelbarrow sprang to my mind, but I thought it a little ridiculous. Then John, armed with an industrial tape
measure, (freebie from Carlton United) started measuring the corridor and the width of the doors. Yup! We were going
to use the wheelbarrow – preferably after washing it out rather thoroughly.
We heaved the sopping overlay from the bath and into the wheelbarrow with only a minimal depth of lake on the
bathroom floor and the bathroom scales unlikely to function accurately again. We progressed to the clothesline where
we were challenged to lift its wet weight upward. The clothesline visibly sagged – whimp. Oodles of drops fell onto the
concrete beneath and some parched plants looked on longingly. In lieu of a rinse the garden hose was deployed.
Only two hours later all the fluffy bits were dry, but the underside needed further airing. We hoped it wouldn’t
rain that night and John remarked, ‘We should really have considered a leaf blower as a rapid dryer’ – but it didn’t rain
that night.
Bernie Hillier
In case you missed
your ‘White Xmas’
Dachshund through
the snow

‘It’s Ok I got it!’
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AROUND THE BLOCK
Starting at the yellow square, move
from letter to letter to find 6 words
to form a sentence, relating to
U3A. Each letter can only be used
once and the boxes must touch the
box with the next letter in it.

Answers:
Historic Partners quiz.
Nelson:
Browning:
Tristan:
Smith:
Zeus:
Swan:
Mollison:
Agassi:
Yeager:
Odysseus:
Putnam:
Addams:

Hamilton
Barrett
Isolde
Pocahontas
Hera
Elida
Johnson
Graf
Pickhouse
Penelope
Earhart
Morticia

WORD WINDOWS
Fit the words listed below into the squares
reading either clockwise or anticlockwise. The
letters in the adjacent squares will match. One
word has been started for you, plus ‘s’ as a hint!
PLOW, BUGS, DEAL, YEAR, DABS,
SLED, LEAD, YELP.
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Answers:
to last edition’s puzzles
Match ups: Italian
Sudoku:
Family

20 years ago we had Johnny Cash, Bob Hope & Steve Jobs
Now we have no Cash, no Hope & no Jobs.
PLEASE - Do not let Kevin Bacon die!

I’VE FINALLY REACHED THE WONDER YEARS;
Wonder wher e I par ked the car .
Wonder wher e I left my phone.
Wonder wher e my glasses ar e.
Wonder what day it is.
You want to see social distancing?
Lend somebody some money!

