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President’s report
Hi Everyone,
How good is it to hear the fun, laughter and music back in the U3A! I hope you are all enjoying your classes and getting back
into the swing of U3A life albeit a little limited at the moment, but maybe normal life will return before too much longer!
A short update on the building:

Air-conditioning…. #@@!##xx!?>>,! Enough said! Council is working on this; parts maybe arriving from overseas.
Not much else we can do!

The automatic doors: engineers are looking at reprogramming them so that the hall doors remain closed unless card
access is used. They are also checking why the doors are intent on squashing people once they start closing. The glass
in the hall doors is scheduled to be frosted soon.

The solar inverter in the lobby will be shifted outside next week so receptionists no longer need to wear earmuffs.
Last week a new sports complex was officially opened on Bribie. Despite heavy rain just prior to
the ceremony, world famous boules exponents, Jack and Judy Davis, cut the ribbon to open the
new international boules HQ up by the front fence. Past and present boulers (also now known
as tossers), enjoyed a fierce game started by Jack and Judy using ceremonial gold plated boules.
The competition was rounded off with a few glasses of bubbly and some delicious snacks.
The deluge resumed at the completion of the game, but
tossers were kept dry under the all-weather awning.
For some years now, we have noticed that Thursdays are invariably wet, thus causing
cancellation of boules, but in the new location the elements will have less impact. In
addition to housing the boules equipment, the building, which has been refurbished with
generous grants from the MBRC, will be used as a general storage shed for U3A.

Greg Sibthorpe President
Useful Dates
AGM Nominations close:
Enrolments start for Term 2:

AGM:
Term 1 ends:
Term 2:
’Come from Away’ Theatre group:
‘The Sleeping Beauty’

Thursday, 11th March 2021, at 3.00pm.
From Monday, 15th to Friday, 26th March, members re-enrol in their Term 1
classes and any advertised new or repeat classes.
Monday, March 29th to Thursday, April 1st. All financial members are
able to enrol in any courses advertised as having vacancies.
Friday, 26th March 2021, 1.00pm at Recreation Hall, 156A First Avenue, B.I.
Thursday, 1st April.
Monday, 19th April to Friday, 25th June.
Wednesday, 5th May.
Thursday, 10th June

Suspense: U3A Players and Visual Arts:

Friday, 14th, Saturday, 15th and Sunday, 16th May. See details inside.

Monday March 15—Friday March 26 All financial members, have the
opportunity to re-enrol in courses they were in for term 1 as well as
any new or 1 term courses advertised below.
Monday March 29— Thursday April 1 All financial members are able to enrol in any
of the courses which will be advertised as having vacancies.
New members are welcome and invited to join at any time during the term. By becoming a financial
member before 15 March you will be entitled to enrol in any of the new or 1 term courses advertised
below.
You will also then be entitled to:
- take up any vacancies advertised from Monday 29 March
- place your name on the wait list if the course you prefer is fully subscribed
- participate in U3A functions and theatre events
NEW AND RETURNING COURSES.
For the lovers of Shakespeare and those wishing to
find out more about this “ man for all seasons”
there will be SHAKESPEARE’S SONNETS, a 6 week
course exploring some of his favourite sonnets and
SHAKESPEARE’S PLAYS including As You Like It,
Othello and Richard 11.
For something totally different there is
THE A-Z OF AUSSIE FACTS, MYTHS, AND
HUMOUR where you will experience a
light-hearted and sometime tongue-incheek journey as you explore some of our
myths and legends, our unique place
names and nicknames etc
Explore some of the controversies and
investigate those involved in some of
the scientific breakthroughs
throughout history in CONTROVERSIES
THAT ROCKED SCIENCE
Looking for 10 or more people
interested in learning the DEBATING
skills and protocol and participating in
some fun and challenging discussions.
BODY, MIND AND BRAIN will introduce you to
mindfulness and meditation centred around
the 5 senses and includes awareness and the
present moment
EXPLORING DNA is a 1 term course
comprising both tutorials and workshops.
Members will investigate genetic genealogy
basics and common misconceptions.
Turn back the clock to examine
some of the more important and
interesting EVENTS OF THE 20th &
21st CENTURIES, in this exciting
course.

The music programme is to be enhanced
with the inclusion of BRASS AND
WOODWIND tuition, so dig out that
forgotten clarinet, flute, trumpet etc
To add even more variety
to an already extensive
dance programme, BUSH
DANCING is being
offered.

ANCIENT CIVILISATIONS
…. EGYPTIAN is an
opportunity to examine
the history, culture and
lifestyle of ancient Egypt

Learn some of
the basic skills
of CAKE
DECORATING
AERONAUTS TO
ASTRONAUTS is a
journey through the
history of
flight from balloon
to rockets

Learn how to use POWERPOINT to digitally save and
arrange your FAMILY PHOTOS in an interesting way.
HOW WE ARE GOVERNED offers an opportunity to
understand the various levels of government, their
varying structures, roles and responsibilities
In AROMATHERAPY you will learn about the history
and value of essential oils, how to determine
quality, how to create your own blends and more.

FAMILY HISTORY FOR BEGINNERS provides strategies to
help you start your researching .Resources such as online
databases, libraries and archive will be explored.

BUT THERE’S MORE...READ ON

Looking for some exercise , friendship
and to learn something new then
GREEK DANCING FOR FUN could be
for you.

In SEEING LIFE DIFFERENTLY, you will be taken
on a personal enriching life journey, through
differing aspects of life enhancement.
Discover personal empowerment through the
power of the mind.
Ipad BEGINNERS will introduce you to the basic
functions and applications that can be accessed.
Practice at home is essential if you are to get the
most out of this course.
Get the full value from
your computer with
the WINDOWS 10
courses, on offer once
again.

IPad INTERMEDIATE will encourage members with some
experience to expand their skills further to take full
advantage of the applications available
The ever popular BIRDING
course is offered once
again. Learn more about
the birds which inhabit or
visit the various local areas.

A great chance to learn

To find more information about these courses including day, time and name of tutor
please go to the U3A website where you will find the proposed term 2 timetable and a
more detailed description of all courses.

100 VOLUNTEER TUTORS!! These incredible members willingly commit to attend weekly
to facilitate the courses you attend. Hopefully ALL MEMBERS will make the same
commitment to attend the courses in which they are enrolled. Realistically there are
unexpected health and family issues but unexplained absences may mean that some other
member has missed an opportunity to join a class.
Handy Hints
Answers for January’s puzzles
Riddle:
S, T, O, I, C.
Change a Word.
STUMP, Slump, Clump, Clamp, Clasp, CLASH.

 AGM Reminders: Friday, 26th March, 1.30pm. Please inform

Reception of attendance -Tel: 34081450,
or email: maree.u3a@gmail.com.
 Many thanks to all members, who have followed so well our Covid
safe restrictions: they still apply: so particularly remember social
distancing, the entry and exit routes! and using sanitisers
frequently! At U3A, the bottles for each room’s cleaning only
need to be used very sparingly, using the spray option!
 Third Age: Bribie U3A newsletters will now be published once a

The clues on the right hand side of the centre
box will help you add 1 new letter to each word
on the left hand side. When you know the new
letter, write it in the box to form a new word.

SACK

Pile, Heap

GRIN

Cereal

TRAP

Vagrant

BRED

Bakery Item

POSE

Writing

HOST

Lift, Raise

SORE

Sleep Sound

WOOS

Forest

term. Dates are linked to the re-enrolment process for the
following term, so that all members can gain useful information.
Delivery is by email but for members without access or unable to
print copies, paper versions are available from Reception.
Travel 2021!

Airport
30 minutes later

Bribie U3A Radio presents

Suspense
U3A Players will be in the U3A Studio, complete with live Foley Artist
to present Radio plays and skits on

Twisted Fairy Tales

Friday 14th May at 7.30 pm. Saturday 15th. and Sunday 16th. May at 2.30 pm
‘That Thing in The Window’
and

Agatha Christie’s ‘ABC Murders’
I expect many of us are old enough to remember the family gathering around the
radio, to listen to a play and avidly recreate the action in your imagination and
frequently shiver with tension. I wonder how many listeners visualised the Foley
artist clicking together coconut shells, popping balloons and dragging ‘dead bodies’
or imagined the readers resplendent in their evening dress.
Foley artist
with her paraphernalia

We want to recreate that experience for you in the Recreation Hall, alongside U3A
visual art groups. The program will also include a couple of skits as the performers
like to keep themselves amused when they are not ‘On Air! ‘
Bribie U3A is particularly pleased to invite you to join the players and the visual art
groups to their presentation in the Recreation Hall: postponed from 2020! Due to
the current Covid restrictions this season will be slightly different:
The Theatre audience will be limited to 80 for each performance,

the official Art opening has been postponed,
refreshments will, of necessity, be more limited and seats socially distanced!
Rehearsing,

‘That thing in the window!’

But nonetheless, we look forward to keeping you in

Suspense.

Tickets
on sale from Bribie U3A Reception
from Tuesday, 27th April.
Cost: $5.00 per person
For Plays, Art display and light refreshments.
To meet Covid restrictions
entrance to the Hall will only be for ticket holders
Colour group preparing for their display
Pen Plus
Beginners
group
ponder
display
options
with Jackie
Rehearsing the sponsors’ Vegemite song!

Around the Traps—some of our 20 off-Campus groups in 2021
Ann Jones
Pottery
Pottery is one of the oldest human inventions, originating in ancient times, even before the Neolithic
period, when figurines and vessels were made from clay as gifts to and from the wealthy. Mavis
Foster has a long history of teaching pottery on Bribie, initially at the Arts Centre and now brings
this ancient craft to members of U3A at her home, as tutor, combining a social event with the learning experience.
In a relaxed working - together group under Mavis’ guidance, the
students learn at their own pace, moulding and sculpting the clay
into fine figurative and practical forms, all the while, drawing inspiration from each other. One of the members, when asked if
they thought the class was successful, quipped, ‘It must be
successful because we keep coming back.’ The success of this small friendly group’s
productivity is also evidenced by the sale of their wares at the Art Centre.

Lawn Bowls
Roger Brooks goes to Bongaree Bowls Club:
‘Toucher, skip, dumping, kitty (or jack), pineapple, stop talking, blocker,
back hand, ditch, weight (nothing personal), wrong bias (not political),
kicking (not opponents), tight head, more grass, smooth delivery (not a
baby), pendulum… In spite of such confusing notions, some new, very
keen U3A bowlers are about to complete their introduction to this rewarding
sport, already savouring the joy of well-delivered bowls and showing great
self-control when those four wilful ‘friends’ don’t do what they’re bowled to
do! The Club coaches have worked carefully to bring the group to matchreadiness, and the bowling future is bright for these quick learners - soon to
be spotted in regular teams. The Club runs this course every U3A term.

Bonsai

Bonsai is an ancient art form initiated as pun-sai in the Chinese Empire as far back as 700 AD, redeveloped later under
the influence of Japanese Zen Buddhism, and practised, mostly, by the elite of society at the time with native-collected
tree specimens.
In the ancient times of U3A, under Joy Berry's tutorship, Bribie members took up
the challenge and joined the oriental artists to express their creativity in this art form
through their love of trees. Pam McGruddy is the co-coordinator of today’s group
and Shane Bycroft hosts the classes at his home. I
watched the styling and shaping, pruning, wiring,
and trimming of the trees and realised that this
group had accomplished the spirit of U3A by
forming friendships through their common interest,
working together, growing trees in shallow
containers, and stimulating their creativity by stepping outside the Oriental box to try
cultivating their own Australian natives. Then I thought about the hare and the tortoise
and realised that the art of Bonsai is definitely not a race for the swift. It is a
never-ending journey to be enjoyed by all.

Astronomy

While we poor mortals use stargazing as a guide to life, hanging off superstitions and beliefs to predict
our future, Martin White, tutor, brings us down to earth in his Astronomy classes where he ventures
into the Real Deal and tells us :
‘In this class we study: The Sun and various other types of star from red dwarfs
to black holes; the moon and other satellites, natural and man-made; the solar
system and individual planets; the Milky Way and other galaxies, the Zodiac and other
constellations; space exploration and space technology. We delve into the lives and
achievements of astronauts and famous scientists, ancient and modern
A big bonus for the group is frequent visits to one member's home observatory to view the sky;
planets, moon, nebulae. We also investigate news from T.V. Programmes, current events and
developments in this, the most exciting time ever in the history of this subject.
Meetings are held at the home of Martin White and are followed by morning tea and discussion.

Re-opening Bribie U3A - with a few differences!
As Bribie opened its doors for enrolment in January and classes on Monday, Feb. 1st. the rooms
reverberated with excitement as returning members sought learning and company.
Slightly different from our Term 1, 2020 memories, some glimpses of U3A life - 2021 style
For early birds no room in the inn
- so waiting
patiently in cars, or
car park and if you
are very lucky,
an isolated space
in the walkway!
Getting
started for
class - as
well as the
register you
need the
bottle of
sanitizer!

The beauty of early morning Chair Yoga is that the combination
of chairs and the activity automatically dictate social distance!
Art Unlimited group, appropriately socially distanced, spare moments of
their art exploration time to let us know how delighted they are to be back!

been operating in different venues, like the Church of Christ
rooms which had been established as Covid OK places. The
The modes of guidance at U3A have been in accordance with
use of online communication with tutors and the quick
the Queensland Workplace and Safety Guidance. Some
responses received was praised – but not being face-to-face
really hard work went on as the committee considered,
made it harder to really understand requirements and
approved and instituted a set of directions according to such
preferences.
regulations – the major considerations being social
The elucidation of inherent practicalities then passed to the
distancing and room and hand sanitisation.
tutors via Juri and a series of meetings. Nothing too awful
Application of rules led to the restriction of the numbers of
and all to be accompanied by a spray of sanitizer which is
people according to the size of a seminar room. In the
more de jour than a pinch of salt. Emphasis was put on the
kitchen and foyer, distancing and sanitising rules eliminated
desirability of electronic communications rather than paper.
the congregation of people in our usual chat habitats.
Being technologically inept I queried how to accomplish this,
Essentially individuals had to keep moving –
whereupon Geoff insisted that I join his mobile phone class.
hence the entry from one door and exit
through another. Of course, this falls flat on One especially amusing question was the frequency of use of
its face when you have painters outside the hand sanitizer in the dance classes – Squirting to the beat, I
mused.
“exit” door, so we all
Which way!
So that’s the background to a heap of praiseworthy labour
had to turn around
behind the scenes. Of course, even one case of covid could
and go back through the entry door.
cause havoc and another closure – hence we’re all
We have noticed, haven’t we, that the
Open Sesame!
responsible in helping to prevent that – some of us have only
entry door is now automatic?
just stirred from the lethargy induced by the absence of U3A
Timetabling was, to some extent, a bit of a nightmare but

U3A rebooted

the horrors were relieved by those classes who had already

in our lives.

With rooms booked out,
the Tai Chi Chuan group
with Julie manage to find a great
shady spot outdoors.

Bernie Hillier

