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Hello everyone, 

I wish to extend our gratitude to members for their     

patience and understanding during our closed period.  

We are appreciative of the supportive and constructive 

emails that we have received from members in          

response to that decision.  It is important as an          

organisation to abide by the state government’s        

requirements and the guidelines stipulated by the local 

council.  The committee’s foremost priority is always 

keeping each our members safe and re-opening will 

require all members follow covid-safe practices          

diligently. 
 

Since our last newsletter, some wonderful U3A       

members have received recognition in the community   

- check the details in the newsletter.  Further good 

news is that the air conditioning repair works are being      

carried out for the U3A classrooms.  We are hopeful 

that by the commencement of Term 4 these will be 

completed.  We have been advised by Council that the 

Hall air-conditioning repairs will commence shortly. 

In addition Council is undertaking a sports field project 

for Soccer Field 1 (on the eastern side of the Rec. Hall) 

from approximately 13th. Sept. till Jan. 2022.  The rear 

car park of the Recreation Hall will consequently be out 

of action.  A fence at the front of the building will be   

installed to prevent access. There is a possibility the 

car parks will not be required for the duration of the 

works, but that won’t be known until the works get     

underway.  I am aware that this will be an                 

inconvenience for members, but hope not be too much 

of a hindrance. 
 

For those who love op-shopping, Redcliffe U3A is   

holding a ‘Spring Sale’ on Sunday 12 September from    

8am – 1pm which is open to the public and Bribie     

U3A members have been invited to come along.  It’s 

effectively a mass jumble sale with DVDs, CDs, books 

clothes, records, paintings, tools and household goods.  

The event is in the Webb Hall at the Redcliffe        

showgrounds and their social committee will have food 

and drinks available.  Sales are cash-only - no credit 

card facilities on site – and entry is a gold-coin donation 

on entry to help with the cost of hiring the hall. 
  

Looking forward to seeing as many of our friends back 

at the U3A in October.  Until then, stay safe.                                                                                                        

                      Maree Mosslar              President 

 

Greetings to all Members of Bribie Island U3A! 

A reminder to all members that whatever the current 

Covid regulations are, they need to be followed at all 

U3A activities.  Queenslanders, especially Bribie       

Islanders, are benefitting from their willingness to follow 

the guidelines implemented by the State Government.  

The very low number of COVID infections is a clear   

indication of civic responsibility, not only by keeping  

individuals safe, but protecting the community at large. 
 

The Recreation Hall, where U3A is located and the   

majority of classes held, is owned by the Moreton Bay        

Regional Council that has rules for its use currently   

including social distancing, limited traffic throughout the   

building, regular sanitisation of equipment and furniture 

plus currently members need to carry masks and use  

inside (for class instructions: check details on page 2)  

U3A classes held in other locations will need to follow 

the current regulations.  
 

The Management Committee is planning to resume  

activities at the commencement of Term 4, if the       

situation  allows.  Your  continued co-operation and  

support, as demonstrated in Terms 1 and 2, will be  

essential and you will be kept informed of progress and 

any required changes.                                                                               

Keep our community and yourselves safe.                                                        

Juri Linins            Vice President 

President’s Report 

Great news!!!   

We are very busy planning to 

reopen Bribie U3A on Monday 4th Oct 

Our program team is currently                     

fine-tuning rooms and class size details,              

        check page 2 of newsletter. 



YES…. wE arE  optimiStic and EvEr hopEful  

A message from the Programming Team 

  Planning is well underway for a return to courses in Term 4. 

As Juri has pointed out, we all have a responsibility to ensure our own safety and that of those around us. 
Such consideration will enable a return of U3A courses in Term 4.  

We appreciate the enthusiasm of our members to return, but ask you to understand that this is totally reliant 
on Queensland Heath directives and how these are interpreted and implemented by Moreton Bay Regional 
Council.   

Once the term starts, it must be understood that the following  procedures will be in place for the safety of 
all.  Your understanding, support and co-operation are essential. 

  Masks must be worn when entering and moving around the facility. 

  Masks may be removed once seated in class or participating in dance or 
 exercise courses. 

 Every effort is being made to enable social distancing; however, if you have 
 concerns, you have the option to continue wearing your mask. 

 Hand sanitising remains absolutely essential. 

 Use of correct entry and exits must be observed. 

 Being vaccinated is strongly encouraged as it adds an additional safeguard. 

 Only enter the building just prior to the scheduled start time of your course. 

  If entering U3A but are not attending a course you will be required to sign in with the QR app or   
 manually with the Receptionist. 

 Where courses are conducted at alternate venues, the tutors will rely heavily on the co-operation 
of members to ensure compliance with Queensland Health directives. 

Enrolment for Term 4 will not be necessary.  Our volunteer tutors have agreed to offer their Term 
3 courses in Term 4.  This means that if you had enrolled in a course for Term 3, you are 
automatically on the roll for Term 4 and your course payment will be carried over. 

Unfortunately, there are a few courses, which will not be returning, because some tutors are not available 
due to a variety of reasons. Those who had enrolled in these courses will be contacted by email or phone if 
necessary. 

WE RELY HEAVILY ON OUR MEMBERS REGULARLY CHECKING THEIR EMAILS AS THIS IS THE 
QUICKEST AND MOST EFFICIENT METHOD OF DISSEMINATING INFORMATION . 

GEE…. IT WOULD BE GREAT IF YOU COULD PASS ON INFORMATION TO ANY MEMBERS 
WHOM YOU KNOW DO NOT HAVE EMAIL FACILITY. 

2022 …. Not that far away 
All going well, it is anticipated that enrolment in courses for Term 1 

2022 will take place in November.  With this in mind, you are reminded                                     

that to enrol in classes  you will need to be a financial U3A member. 

So…. OCTOBER IS THE  TIME TO RENEW YOUR U3A MEMBERSHIP 
Payment of  $10 will secure your membership for 2022.  

Payment can be made at Reception throughout the 4 weeks of October. 

New members are also encouraged to join during October                                                                 
and then you will have the same opportunity to enrol in November for 2022 courses. 



Congratulations to Martin White, Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM). 

                                             

Achievements for 2021! 
Some Bribie U3A members have been receiving recognition in diverse areas for their contributions,  

while the rest of us have coped with our enforced extra break.  Although I am sure much creativity, mind-challenging 

tasks, physical activities and social interaction have been vigorously pursued by all U3A members to fill the gaps! 

 Well done:  Suzie Dennis and Penny Horne, U3A members and art students who entered work at the recent Redcliffe show.  

Suzie gained 1st. prize with her entry in the ‘Still Life’ section, and Penny gained 2nd place in the same section and her             

landscape painting was highly commended (and sold).   

‘I love to make images that sing to the soul.  I have a passion for still life 

and turning ordinary objects into something extraordinary.  My       

paintings are loaded with autobiographical content using my household 

objects that I have made and collected over the years and turning them 

into my lived experiences.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                     I do love to have bright happy things around me.‘                     

Suzie Dennis 

I have been painting for about 15 years now and was a       
foundation member of the Curra Art Group (15 km north of 

Gympie).  I am mainly a traditional painter choosing subjects 
that hold my interest and usually have a story behind them. 
Australia cannot be surpassed for natural beauty, so subject 
matter is never an issue!                                                                         
I mainly paint in oils, as I love their depth and they are true to 
colour.  I also dabble in acrylics.  I am a very slow painter and 
my Curra friends would joke I use a 2 hair brush!                                                                      
I have been a member of the U3A Acrylic group on Wednesday 
at the Art Gallery since the beginning of the year.         Penny Horne                                                                                                                             ‘Relics of the past’       (oil) 

                                              Roger Platt 

At the ‘handover’ event at the end of each Rotary Club year, as well as new Presidents and 

committee members being sworn in, special awards are presented.  This year the ‘Rotarian 

of the year’ for Bribie Rotary club was awarded to Roger for the great work he has done for  

several years as Treasurer and Mr Technology - just like his great service to U3A for so long.  

  

Volunteer of the month: was awarded by a local company to Lorelle Green, a volunteer for several Island groups since 

moving to Bribie in 2008.  For U3A, she is a dedicated volunteer, a long serving Receptionist, co-organizer of U3A          

Theatre group and assists whenever and wherever we need support. 

Martin, from Sandstone Point, has had a lifelong career as a music teacher in England,                                               

New Zealand and Australia.  He graduated from Canterbury College of the New Zealand          

University in 1969.  Then in 1987, having already retired, he came to Australia with his                             

wife, Heather. 

It was not long before Bribie Island State School engaged him to teach violin to local                                

school children.  At that time there were no orchestras, choirs or music groups held on                      

Bribie.  In 1993 Martin formed the Bribie Island Orchestra, which currently has up to 50                                 

members.  In 2019, celebrating its 25th birthday, the group presented their 100th public        

concert.  Each week the orchestra practises at Martin’s home in preparation for concerts of 

classical music, presenting four each year.  Martin conducts the orchestra from his piano 

stool while providing informative and amusing commentary. 

 Martin has run two popular classes for U3A, for many years - Music Appreciation,                                                          

and in recent times - Astronomy for Amateurs.  



 

Be a web savvy spider!  

John was gardening one sunny morning when his neighbour, Bob, popped his head through the azaleas. ‘What is this U3A I 

hear about?  Do you go?’  John told him that 2000 members and over 100 tutors had built a cooperative program,          

teaching skills and knowledge to each other.   

‘How can I find out how to join? ’ asked Bob, ‘and how do you know what you can study?’ 

‘Well, try the website at https://u3abribie.org.au/   Then you click under the Subjects Offered heading.  There are over 100 

classes listed’ said John, ‘I can show you on my computer - see the classes are organized into categories such as dance,          

history, music, art…’ 

 

Click on the drop down and it will tell you all about 

the class and when it is run.  Easy! ‘ 

‘Maybe I can enrol’ said Bob, ‘but how do you know 

when the classes are on or the office is open?’ 

John sighed and showed him to click                      

Class Timetables.  ‘This website has all you need to 

find out more, so get looking !’ 

‘But I don’t really know how to use my computer 

properly!’ said Bob.  

When I applied for the U3A Secretary's position, I was well-prepared for the demands on my time which 

it takes.  There are always emails to be actioned and the monthly Management Committee meetings come 

around quickly - it seems that the minutes from one are distributed just before agenda items are requested for 

the next!   But help is always available and it's great to be supported by such a knowledgeable and hard working 

team.  When ‘normal’ times return, I know that I will be really motivated by seeing members enjoying their U3A 

activities.                                                                                                                                  Jenny Faulkner.  

My new position on the committee as Technical Coordinator has been challenging to say the least.  My technical skills are 
limited, but I have plenty of experience as an IT user in various commercial environments.  So, I decided my approach would 
be similar to driving a car. You don’t have to be a mechanic to drive a car, and I don’t have to be an IT specialist to be the 
technical coordinator.  And the reason is that we have Jared Mosslar on board, who has heaps of skill and experience in the 
IT world and has already  ‘saved our bacon’ on several occasions, since we inveigled him to help us at U3A 

Currently several projects are on the go. After recently upgrading our laptops, we are looking at other equipment, including 
classroom TVs.  Recently we have considered other database management systems and are comparing options with         
possible modifications to our current system.  Because of our increasing membership, in the long run, we will be considering 
more online access for members in terms of membership renewals and possibly class enrolments.  So thanks to Jared, the 
technical support for U3A is in very safe hands.                                                                                             Greg Sibthorpe                                                           

Bribie U3A 2021 committee: while all the committee have been beavering away coping with the vagaries of Covid life,    

our new committee members have had some additional and sometimes unheralded challenges!   

Wipe the cobwebs off your computer and become a web savvy spider!  

Tentatively inheriting the position of Reception Coordinator at the start of 2021, I was reasonably certain that,   
after several years as a Receptionist, there would have to be at least some easy parts of the challenge!         

However, Covid regulations meant that we were all faced with a new ‘world’ and had to quickly learn on the 
job.  But fueled by the enthusiasm of returning groups and the team’s pleasure at being back, our concerns     
disappeared.  We quickly re-established that vital U3A rapport - mainly via the Reception window - which        
incidentally is the part of the job that I enjoy most.  My concern that we might not have enough team members 
was allayed by welcoming new recruits.  Assistance from ‘old’ Receptionists and the strong team spirit with    
everyone pitching in, have given me confidence about the strength of our team.  

One strategy to help with my lack of knowledge about how the varying sections fitted together to make U3A so   
effective, was by spending many days just hanging around, looking and listening!  That experience turned out to 
be very effective.  With the help from our Receptionists’ vast range of experiences and the ongoing committee 

support, I am feeling increasingly at ease and all ready to return.                                         Kaye Keene                                                                                                                             

https://u3abribie.org.au/


Learning on the job 

As a university student I had to work 

during the holidays to fund the rest of 

the year’s activities of lolling around in 

pubs and coffee bars, and attending the occasional    

lecture at Auckland Uni. 

In the ‘Good Old Days’ everything was old and not much 

was good really.  My first ‘holiday job’ was at a concrete 

manufacturing outfit.  I worked at the end of a conveyor 

belt that delivered two concrete blocks every few        

seconds which needed to be placed on a pallet for later 

storage.  A sensor at the end of the belt ensured that 

once a block got perilously close to falling off the      

conveyor, the whole arrangement would stop, including 

the delivery of newly manufactured blocks from a giant 

vibrating device that ensured all the blocks were the 

same shape.  No pressure then! 

Well, this weedy young lad was up to the job.  Have you 

ever picked up a concrete block, or should I say picked 

one up in each hand?  Prior to this job the heaviest 

thing I’d picked up was a pen.  After 10 minutes of  

learning the technique, I was swinging those blocks with 

the best of them, piling them up 6 layers high, 30 blocks 

a layer.  The first pallet was full!   A short breather,     

gasping for air and trying to get my arms to work, I 

watched the forklift approach and pick up my laden  

pallet.  

Don’t you love that saying about ‘learning by mistakes’, 

or is it boredom from your fellow workers?   No one had 

told me there was a special design to place the blocks 

on the pallet, and also, to save you busting your boilers, 

you could work out this design, so you could build the 

blocks furthest away from you to the highest level while 

keeping a space to work in the front of the pallet at the 

lower levels. 

As I watched the pallet lifting, much to the amusement 

of my fellow workmates who had gathered round to 

watch this spectator sport, the blocks fell off the pallet 

as they were unsecured by the requisite intricate 

pattern.  This, of course, was before the days of shrink 

wrapping.  Hmm, back to the drawing board! 

I soon realized that everything in the place was heavy, 

but, after 3 months of toil, I could flip over a fully laden 

200 litre wheelbarrow without spilling a drop of        

concrete. 

Probably my best      

holiday job was working 

as a road roller driver.  

Day one was to get my 

licence.  This involved       

demonstrating to a 

traffic cop that I could 

move the machine forward and then move it in reverse 

without squashing his car.  As you can imagine road  

rollers spend their lives doing everything slowly.   After 

a few weeks, I became attached to the old Aveling         

Barford (although it did have another name at times) 

and could set it in motion, climb out and walk beside it,     

having a smoke as if it were a well-trained carthorse.  

Getting back in was tricky, as the step was just in front 

of the back roller, not a job for the faint hearted.  

I became a skilled operator and could reverse along the 

edge of a gravel road for miles with the roller hanging 

over the edge of the work ensuring maximum           

compaction.  You always get too cocky though, and on 

one occasion, the edge was not as firm as I thought and 

the whole machine slid gracefully off the road into a 

ditch, its rollers continuing to slowly grind away, digging 

itself deeper into the ditch.  What to do?  Have a smoke 

first.  Then walk back to the grader driver and get a tow 

out.  Fifteen tons of struggling metal slowly crawled out 

of the ditch covered in mud. 

One other episode of note during my rolling days was 

time spent building the foundations for a runway at an                

international airport.  Smoko time required the use of a 

very large enamel teapot, which I inadvertently left on 

the top of my roller. After smoko, we all jumped up and 

got on with the job. The trouble was I didn’t remember 

the teapot and can now 

say that if you ever fly 

into Hamilton Airport, 

think about a very flat 

teapot that lies under 

the tarmac.  

Summer work was always a pleasant break from the    

rigours of uni. parties, rock concerts and other academic 

pursuits.                                                 Greg Sibthorpe 

‘No, I’m not lazy, I’m just taking the 

path of least persistence!’ 



 

ANSWERS TO PUZZLES:  from June Newsletter 

Letter Chase:   Chamber Orchestra. 

V’S  &  W’S 

Woven, Review, Avow, Werewolves,  However, 

Weevil, Wave, Weave, Wives, Dwarves, Velvet,  

Valve.
Jigsaw   Place the 14 pieces into the grid to form a 

symmetrical puzzle with the completed words. 

 

 

The Spread of COVID-19 is based on 2 factors: 

1. How dense the population is 

2. How dense the population is! 

‘Oh no,  

was that        

today?’ 

 

 
With the uncertainty of a U3A opening date, we had to cancel ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ on 15th 
September.  Insufficient numbers had paid before shutdown and we were unable to pay QPAC on time.  
 

Hopefully in Term 4 we will be able to look at what shows are available, either later this year or early 
2022.  We appreciate some people are owed refunds for cancelled tickets and we will attempt to process 
these as quickly as possible when U3A re-opens.  
 

We thank you for your support of the Theatre Group during these difficult and uncertain times.   

Enquiries: Lorelle  0408 301 973 / Shona 0468 406 813 or email: TheatreGroup@bribieu3a.com.au 

Useful dates 

Term 4 starts:  Monday,  4th October 2021   

            Public Holiday, but U3A will be open and classes held, unless you are informed differently.  

Term 4 finishes: Friday, 3rd Dec. 2021.     

 Rescheduled ‘Ekka’ holiday: Friday, 29th Oct. (Groups to decide if they wish to hold a class) 

Bribie U3A ‘Masters and Apprentices’  exhibition at Bribie Island Arts Centre scheduled: Jan 24th - 6th Feb 2022 

We all get heavier as we get older                                                                  
because there’s a lot more information in our heads.  

So I’m not fat, I’m just really intelligent and my head couldn’t hold 
any more so it started filling up the rest of me.                                                

That’s my story  and I’m sticking to it…. 

mailto:TheatreGroup@bribieu3a.com.au

