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President’s Report 

 

Hello to all our wonderful U3A members.  

It’s been great to see so many familiar faces back at U3A and I        

extend a very warm welcome to all our new members and hope 

that you are all settling in very well to our U3A and find your classes   

welcoming, friendly and invigorating. 

I wish to extend thanks to the many members who attended our  

Annual General Meeting, held at the end of March, to Angela    

Boodle and Barry Clark for the photography and to Committee 

members for their support throughout the previous year.  It has 

been a great pleasure to work with each and every one of them     

throughout these unsettling times. 

Looking forward, we have our 30th year anniversary celebrations 

soon and in this newsletter you will find advance details of some 

events.  Please check your emails regularly for further information . 

For events to be held in the Recreation Hall, the ‘limited numbers’ 

notes relate to Council regulations current at the time of the event.  

I hope that all our members have been keeping well during the 

term.  Please don’t forget to contact Reception if you are going to 

be away from class.   

As the term draws towards an end, please make sure that your 

Term 3 class enrolments are completed  and have a safe and       

enjoyable break. 

 Maree Mosslar    President 

Useful Dates  
Enrolments for Term 3:  Start Mon. 13th June.            

Foyer sale:  June 6th. to 10th, U3A Handcraft 
group with hand made items for sale.  Cash only         
Profit to BIKES (B.I Kids Education support)   

Term 2 finishes:                             Fri. 24th June. 

 Term 3:           Mon. 11th July to Fri. 16th Sept. 

A Celebration of Shakespeare    Fri. 29th July. 

30th Celebrations :          See details above.
      

Bribie U3A 30 year celebrations  
Event and booking details available soon:       

check emails/noticeboards & website frequently 

 

Celebrating U3A’s longest enrolled members 

Invitations to lunch and entertainment will be 

extended to our longest currently enrolled 

members on Saturday 10th Sept    

at 12pm. in the Recreation Hall.   

Tickets will be available for other 

U3A members to join the               

celebration but limited numbers. 

U3A Art Exhibition 

To introduce to U3A, exhibits from the         
January 2022 Masters and Apprentices,     

you are invited to an art presentation with 
wine, cheese and entertainment                       

at the Recreation Hall                       
on Friday, 9th Sept from 7pm.   

No charge:                                        
but tickets will need to be booked                                         

as numbers will be limited. 

Term 4 plans: more details to follow,                

but pencil in the dates! 

Open Day:                       Friday 21st Oct. 
Volunteers Thank you: Friday 25 Nov. 
Christmas Luncheon:    Monday 5th Dec. 

Keeping U3A safe for everyone 

To keep U3A as a healthy environment, operating fully and avoid 

spreading any germs like winter colds, flu and Covid,                            

we all need to play our part,  

so a few reminders: 

   If you are unwell, please do not attend U3A activities. 

   Keep a safe, social distance in the corridors, kitchen area             

     and foyer. 

   Sanitise your hands before entering rooms, sharing                   

     equipment and when leaving the rooms. 

   Wear your mask if you prefer.   

Evening entertainment on 10th Sept. 
Enjoy the music and dance of Retro Revival 

More details soon.  Numbers will be limited. 



Bribie U3A’s 30 year journey:  1992 - 2022 

Beginning: 

Imagine the island in 1992: Buckley’s Hole declared a protected environmental park, Banksia Primary School just 
opened, one and two cents withdrawn, but no Woolworths or U3A!  But two new arrivals visiting from Western          
Australia rattle over the bridge, Arnold and Bette Montaut decided, like so many of us, to roost and call Bribie Island, 
home.  But a relaxed life style in beautiful surroundings left spare time, so that inspired the challenge to see if a U3A 
(which they had so enjoyed in WA) could be formed here!   First step: a public meeting and 35 people turned up, many  
with the question:  ‘What is this U3A all about?’  The answer:  ‘People, with a love of learning, coming together to share 
their knowledge and experiences’.  It is still our key concept, and started the ball rolling with 10 students and 2 tutors.                                     
By December 1992: income was $1,329.65, with expenditure $622.65 and a bank balance of $706.91.  But for a few 
years, numbers and income were very precarious and all the early members would never have believed, that thanks to 
their efforts and U3A’s growth, by 2019: annual income would be $169,043.63 with expenses of $136,951.58 and a bank 
balance of $287,047.61.  One of the earliest queries: ‘Can such an organization be sustainable on Bribie?’                      
Answer seems to be a resounding YES!    
 

Early Days from 1994 to 2000.  Gradually members, groups and tutor numbers 
increased, so 1998 membership totaled 130 with 16 groups.  Fortunately a room 
was available at the Neighbourhood Centre, plus any other affordable abode, and 
of course, tutors’ homes.  Reminiscences from members and committee reports 
reveal some of the challenges:  ‘Income in those years was very small and very    
variable, so if classes had to be cancelled, there was intense pressure to do so as 
early as possible - to save venue hire fees.  We remember tutors’ meetings, usually 
held in a committee member’s house, when we had to bring our own chairs.  An 
exhilarating, if stressful, time where rather, like gypsies, tutors had to pack up all 
they needed for a session, cart it to the venue, tutor, then collect everything,       
depart and just hope that the following week, they could use the same space!  
There are comments about the disappearance of the last copy of the          
timetable, the failure of students to attend regularly, and the always-present 
request for new classes, tutors and rooms! (so some things haven’t changed!)  
The  program coordinator’s home was the U3A office, with every phone call 
going there, message lists were endless and during the period they all speak of 
their invaluable secretaries: their partners.’  Like an underground current, was 
the search for a ’home’.  This was hastened in 2000 when the Neighbourhood   
Centre, with its own growth, could no-longer offer a room.   Fortunately Bribie 
Library was able to assist.  

2000—2005                            

As Bette records in June 2000:  ‘Welcome to a new innovation for Bribie Island U3A - A 
Newsletter,’ as the need to keep in touch with an increasing number of members            
challenged communication.  Meanwhile the ‘home’ search ranged far and wide until in 
2002, thanks to the generosity and work of Vi Hall and Meg Courtney, Bribie U3A was able 
to move into their first home.  From Issue 9 of the newsletter, Bette captures the feelings: 
‘This June we celebrate our 10th anniversary.  When I look back so much has happened    
culminating in where we are today and now the jewel in the crown …..  A place to call 
home.  We have been fortunate to acquire a rental property - 21 South Esplanade,           
Bongaree.’   
 

Welcome to the very aptly re-named ‘Montaut House’.  ‘Great delight and a sense of belonging greeted the move,          
various classes could mingle, particularly in the kitchen where 20c bought a cup of coffee and we remember great fun at 
picnics in the garden.’  Many members still recall the wonderful views of the passage - ‘feeling we were sitting amongst 
the trees from our groups on the veranda, the outdoor ambiance of the open door, 
Art and Mahjong classes in the garage and the first computer lab in the back shed!  
Computers, incidentally, built from donations following an advert for old machines 
and parts, collected round the island by John and Judy Davis, and delivered to John 
Mackey, who somehow managed to build them into 6 computers.’  We loved our 
new home, but ironically it created a wave of new enrolments, and with              
membership over 500 by 2005, we had  outgrown our special place by the sea.  So 
the voice for more room surged from a background cry to a roar!  Fortunately    
Caboolture Council (now part of Moreton Bay Regional Council) responded. 
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Montaut House 

 

 

End of Term lunch    1996  

Mahjong in the garage    2003 



 

 

2005: off to Bribie Recreation Hall.  The Recreation Hall grew from a decision of local 
groups and Caboolture Council, to gather together the varied different sporting groups that 
had  sprouted round the island.  With 13 acres on what was then Ocean Beach Road, the Bribie 
Sports Assoc. was formed.  At first funds only supported building a basic three walled, roofless 
shelter shed.  The  building was completed in 1979.   By 2005 the Vietnam Vets Assoc. required 
a  ‘Dust-Off Pad’, a  centre for all Vietnam Vets to drop in, linked to U3A’s space needs.  The 
Hall itself, unlike the grounds and other sports club buildings, was then underutilized, so,      
supported by the Council, and especially Councillor Gary Parsons, a section of the hall was 
hived off for the two groups to become neighbours, while the main hall still retained its       
functions.  On the very apt date of April 1st, 2005, we transferred to First Avenue.  ’Fortunately 
the idea of one big space where all the classes would have to yabber together, had been      
transformed into 4 classrooms, with a coffee and Reception area.’  Thankfully, a grant from the 
Gambling Community Benefits scheme meant chairs, tables, whiteboards, blinds, computers and air conditioners, all     
arrived as well.  Again, ironically, our new home generated more growth, so even after extending the hours of operation, 
and booking the main hall every day for larger groups, by 2012, membership had reached over 1000; more space was 
needed.  So back to the negotiating table with the Council, and, with U3A able to provide some funds, extensions at the 
Hall were back on the planning list by 2013 and  shovel ready in 2015. 

2015: the year of the extensions.  During the build, finding alternative venues scattered us all over the island again,   
rather like returning to the early days.  Rooms were all provisioned by committee members, and included Church halls, 
numerous sporting clubs, Banksia Lodge (which had also been used in the 1990s) and tutors’ homes, for a total of 22      
locations!   Until towards the end of the year we were able to return to the building as we know it today, with now 8  
classrooms plus storage areas.                                                                                                                    Bernie Hillier & Ann Brooks  

 

Recreation Hall 2005 

 2015: 1 of  
22 sites:  

Spanish in 
the 

Uniting 
church. 

By our 30th anniversary in 2022: Bribie U3A membership is 1580 (slightly dented from July 2021’s high of 2,306! by the 
Covid episodes!)  with 151 classes.  The little shelter shed of 3 walls of the 1970s has become a vibrant seniors’ learning 

centre, buzzing with activity, rocking and rolling with action and reputedly the most used hall of Moreton Shire!                                                                                                                                            
Some positive responses from current members:  ‘the amazing range of classes on offer delights us, with topics attended 

outside our early consideration.  Overwhelmingly, we agree that the existence of U3A provides the opportunity to keep the 
intellect stirring and to socialize, making new friends whom we would probably never have met elsewhere.                                                       

U3A certainly appears to have lived up to its initial hopes.’   

A fitting moment to thank and appreciate every volunteer since 1992, for their contributions                                            
with a special tribute to our team of the 12 longest serving current members.    

They have served as committee members, tutors, receptionists and students with outstanding loyalty to Bribie U3A. 

 

2015:  Extensions begin & 
access for Hall classes! 

 Chess: first 
group for new 
room! 

2015: early morning  exercisers                                               
try the new walkway. 

  

 

  

   

 

Ann Bunn 1996  Joy Berry 1998 

Sharyn Hodel 1996  Margaret Spooner 1998 

Elaine Hall 1996  Robyn Veivers 1998 

Judy Davis 1997  Margaret Scott 1998 

Elizabeth Morrice 1997  Anne Dowd 1998 

Bob Bimrose 1997  Sandy Smith 1998 

2015: Guitar groups 
stake their claim to 
the new  corridor. 

 
2022: Table tennis group   
celebrate re-opening  for 

Term 2. 



Term 3 Enrolment. 
Monday 13 June - Thursday 23 June 9.00am - 1.00pm 

All financial members are able to: 

 Enrol to return to their term 2 courses  

 Enrol in any course that has a vacancy 

 Place their name on the waitlist if the course has no vacancies. 

Please remember that you MUST enrol by Thursday 23 June. After this date, the 
name of any member, who has not enrolled to return to a course, is removed 
from the roll and the place is offered to those on the waitlist. 

The following courses are either new or returning courses with vacancies. All financial members, including 
new members are able to enrol in any of these courses during the 2 weeks of enrolment . 

Visit the website www.u3abribie.org.au and take the time to find out more about the wide variety of courses 
available.  More detailed descriptions of the new courses will be available by 6 June. 

The day, time and location of all courses are in the process of being finalised and will be available by 6 June 
when the timetable will be published on the website. 

Seeing Life Differently                                           
Join this one term course which takes you on a 
personal enriching life journey through differing 

aspects of life-enhancement including 
understanding what formed you into who 
you are today. Discover the hidden-self 
residing in the sub-conscious and more.  

                                   Lawn Bowls                                                                       
What an opportunity to learn some of the skills of 
Lawn Bowls in a 6 week course offered by members 
of the Bongaree Bowls Club.  

Advanced Scottish Genealogy.                                     
This one term course is for those members 
who have knowledge and basic skills in 
family history research and would like the 
opportunity to investigate the Scottish 
branch of their family. 

   Classical Music meets Technology    
Be guided on the use of technology to 
explore works of the great composers 

and examples of a variety of music with background 
information to enhance the experience. 

             Writing your Memoirs ….. 

Learn how to focus on the theme and 
how to bring the story to life using good 

storytelling. You will get some tips and techniques to 
use to hold the attention of the readers. 

Family History for Beginners  This is an 8 week 
course where you will learn strategies to help 

start researching your family history, as 
well as the skills to advance. Learn how 
to access birth, death and marriage 
records and use Census, Wills etc. 

Australia in 12 Wars     In this two term course, 
learn about the background and outcome of 
Australia’s Colonial and National military 
involvement in 12 wars and police actions, 
starting from 1860-1864 at Waikato and through 
to 2003-2021 with the Gulf War 2 Iraq and Afghanistan.  

                  Laughter Wellness                                        
Something different and an additional health 
benefit approach that can have a positive impact 
on both emotional and physical health. 

Australian Constitution       Gain a better 
understanding of the Origins of Federation 
and the Constitution; Parliament and 

parliamentary powers; the Executive; the Judiciary and 
the Federal/State relationship, in this one term course. 

Meaningful, Mindful Moments 
This course is for people who 
want to experience a short 
introduction to Mindfulness/
Meditation. The sessions centre 
around the essential facets of 
Mindfulness: Breathing, 
Attention and Concentration, 
Visualisation, the Present Moment, 
Meditation, Mindfulness and Thoughts.  



                Fun with Art                                      
This course is for the intermediate 
acrylic artist and, working with the 
tutor, will look at combining other 
mediums such as card, lace and 
string to enhance texture, depth 
and dimension.  Work could be on 
canvasses or upcycled articles such 
as bric-a-brac, lampshades and 
small furniture.  Experiment with a 
variety of tools. 

Have you ever thought of 
trying your hand at 
acting?  Then our 
‘ACTING UP’ group is for 
you.  No lights, no 
camera but plenty of 
action as you have fun 
through using your 

imagination, role playing, improvisation and 
reading short plays while learning some 
basics of stage craft.  Working with tutor 
Tony and the group, you have the chance to 
‘let your hair down’ and go out of your 
comfort zone in a supportive and fun 
environment.  

You are sure to surprise yourself! 

 

Even more great new and returning courses that have 
vacancies available for you to consider for Term 3. 

     Introduction to Microsoft Powerpoint 

For members with MS Powerpoint 
on their home computer or laptop, 
here is a course designed to 
introduce the absolute beginner to 

the use of this program - to present 
information, eg. photos in an interesting 
‘slide’ format, as well as learning some basic 
editing and presentation techniques. 

              Microsoft Powerpoint (Continuing) 

This course requires members to 
have previously used and be familiar 
with the basics of the Powerpoint 
functions.  It includes creating 
slideshows using more advanced 
techniques including timing, sound 
tracks, special effects and more. 

Twenty-first Century Board Games ……...Here is an opportunity for the lovers of 
board games, and for those who want something different from the time tested 
traditional table games.  Come along and discover how different and exciting these 
new board games are.  They are entertaining and challenging and will provide you 
with something totally new to share with friends and family. 

HEALTH and FITNESS 

Fitness for Fun, 

Pilates,  

Yoga with Sharmayne 

 DANCE 

Ballroom Dancing 

U-Can Dance 

New Vogue Ballroom 

             INDOOR GAMES 

Cards 500 

Chess 

Scrabble 

COMPUTERS Smartphone 

Windows 10       Apps for Apples 

iPad             Apps for Androids 

OUTDOOR GAMES 

Pickleball 

Croquet 

   Thank you to all the members who have taken the time to notify their tutor or reception 
   when they have been unable to attend a session.  Your courtesy is greatly appreciated. 

Unfortunately, there has been significant unexplained absenteeism during the term, and in some cases 
members have not yet attended at all.  Understandably there are many issues which may have influenced 
this, but it does make it very difficult for tutors, particularly those who plan a very structured programme 
and prepare resources to support this.  In some cases, it also means that people on the waitlist are being 
denied the opportunity to participate.  In addition, it makes time and room allocations difficult when rooms 
are not being used to their full potential 

When enrolling in your courses for Term 3, it should be in the knowledge that you will be 
available to attend all sessions.  It is understood that unexpected issues arise, and on these 

occasions, a simple apology is appreciated.  If you are aware that you will not be attending for a major part 
of the term, please consider discussing this with your tutor, and maybe postponing your enrolment to the 
following term. Thank you for your understanding and co-operation.  

Please 

See course 
descriptions 

 at 
u3abribie.org.au 



This unique event is to be presented by the members of the U3A Shakespeare course 
under the direction of tutor Jill Baillie. 

The programme will focus on the general themes of love and loss in various forms 
across his work.  Excerpts of play readings of selected scenes and soliloquys will be 
interlinked with narrative by Jill. 

So, for the lovers of Shakespeare, or those who might simply be interested in learning 
more about the man and his works, this is an event not to be missed. 

The proposed date and time is the afternoon of Friday, 29 July in the Recreation Hall.  Numbers will be 
limited so please watch for further information on the noticeboards and website closer to that date. 

Bribie U3A Life memberships 

A highlight at our 2022 AGM was the honour of              
presenting life membership to three of our very long  
serving committee members:  Shona Shergold  (VP and 
then Assistant Treasurer from 2006)  and from 2007     
Roger Platt (Treasurer/Technology) and Barry Clark  
(Publicity).  Interestingly, in a pathway often followed by 
U3A members, they joined as students but extended their 
support to become tutors and committee members.   All 
their years were characterized by the willingness to jump 
in and do those extra tasks that life at U3A presents.  Be it 
becoming the insurance guru, taming the computer      
systems development and finding incredible speakers for 
workshops, their endeavours enriched Bribie U3A. 

Shona Shergold,       Roger Platt           Ann Brooks (Patron)   Barry Clark 

 A Celebration of William Shakespeare 

Why wear a badge? 
*It really helps the tutors to get to know and communicate with       

  the people in their group. 

*It also helps you to get to know the people in your class. 

*“Hi Mary” is so much more friendly then “Hey You”! 

*It makes it much easier for new members to get to know people. 

Yes…. You know who you are, but it would be great for others get to know you by name. 

Please let’s all wear our badges and do our bit to continue to ensure a friendly and 
comfortable atmosphere at Bribie U3A 

BRIBIE ISLAND 

Happy 
Member 

06595 

MEN U3A offers several courses in Ballroom, New Vogue and Rock and Roll catering for all 
levels of ability, and would welcome any man who would love to learn or simply revisit 
something he used to enjoy.  

You don’t have a partner?  This is not a problem.  In these friendly and supportive 
groups, you will find a dance partner. We look forward to you joining us. 



A tour of Tasmania 

Julie and I managed to cash in some travel credits, accumulated through cancelled trips during Covid and took a tour of   
Tasmania.  It’s amazing how quickly you get out of the habit of travelling.  I had boned up on the expected weather and 
knew that it was likely to be cold (by Qld standards) and probably wet.  I had not expected the constant fog and mist 
though.  The whole place was a white blanket and on day one I was thinking this would be a wasted trip if sightseeing was 
to be through all this murk.  That was when I realised that because we were wearing compulsory face masks, it wasn’t   
foggy at all, it was just my glasses steaming up. 

On holidays and staying in hotels, I am fascinated by the array of cosmetics provided in the bathrooms.  Gone are the days 
when you were given a square of white soap, probably made out of whale blubber and kerosene and a hair shampoo that 
not only cleaned your hair, but also turned it to straw and assisted its general decay.  These days the cosmetic range and 
their ingredients are amazing.  I don’t think soap is called soap anymore, more likely a body bar. One I used was rosemary 
leaf ‘flavoured’, not that manly but, at least it cleaned my face and, a bonus, according to the packaging it was ‘cruelty 
free’.  I don’t know about you but, I hadn’t considered washing my face as cruel, anyway, not since my mum made me 
wash behind my ears at eight years old. 

One place we stayed at, the cosmetics brand was eartherapy whatever that means.  It was written in two colours         
eartherapy.  It’s funny what your eye sees.  The first time I read it, my mind must have wondered what an erapy was, so it                  
automatically realised the word was therapy.  So, the soap was for ‘ear therapy’ so back to my mum when I was eight!  
One skin lotion was branded ‘Appelles Apothecary & Lab’.  You French students will know ‘Appelles’ means ‘Call’; an 
apothecary is a sort of medieval drug dealer and a lab, well must be a laboratory.  Maybe the ‘Call’ part means call for help 
once the cap of the tube was taken off.  However the contents apparently were mandarin peel, rosemary and cinnamon 
bark.  It sounded so scrumptious I spread some on a bit of toast and ate it for breakfast.  I think the outcome of these visits 
to hotel bathrooms is that you exit feeling cleansed and smelling like a basket of fresh fruit and vegetables, not so bad    
really. 

The only gripe I have is the packaging for shampoo and conditioner.  So you disrobe, turn on the shower and step in.  But 
wait, the shampoo and the conditioner are in identical tubes except for the words shampoo and conditioner.  Ok, if you’ve 
got 20/20 vision, but not for me, (Mr. Magoo).  So I’m peering at the tubes wondering which to use first, can’t tell, so get 
out the shower, drip water all over, try not to slip base over apex and put on my glasses.  Instant return of the Tasmanian 
fog, so take them off, find a towel, clean the lenses and have another look.  OK, back to the shower, shampoo in left hand,          
conditioner in right.  Shampoo in left hand ….. or was it right hand?….. anyway back under the water, whip off the plastic 
top of the shampoo (I think) and give a good squirt on my hair.  Hmmm….. not very soapy.  Must be the rosemary bark and  
comfrey petals not frothing up.  After several minutes it’s apparent the full tube is still full.  On close inspection under the 
cap is a foil lid keeping the old comfrey fresh.  Ah hah, just pull it off with that tiny bit of plastic designed for a small,       
delicate set of fingers; not the gnarled bananas I use as fingers.  Needless to say this is an impossible task; so out of the 
shower again, skidding across the floor in search of steam free glasses and something sharp to pierce this impossible bit of            
plasticised tin foil.  After pressing really hard with a fork, I found in the kitchen, the shampoo shoots out of the tube over 

the kitchen bench!  Oh well, back to the shower with only half a tube and now a dwindling 
amount of hot water.   

                                Next is the conditioner…….. 

                                                                                                                             

By the way we had a great time in Tasmania.                             Greg Sibthorpe 

                                             Bribie U3A committee for 2022 

Congratulations and welcome to our 
committee members elected in March.  

First task accomplished:                     
opening for Term 2,                                                   

with grateful thanks from all members. 

If you have queries about U3A, take 
the opportunity to talk to a committee 

member, they are always especially 
keen to talk about extra volunteers                    

to assist the organization. 

Back: Barry Clark Publicity, Kaye Keene Receptionist Co-ord. Rose Barnes, Robyn Connolly, Chris Clark: Program team,   
Juri Linins Vice President 

Front: Greg Sibthorpe Treasurer, Jenny Falknau Secretary, Maree Mosslar President, Judi Irvine Functions Co-ord.          
Margaret Spooner Vice President.  Absent: Barrie Boodle Facilities Co-ord. 



 Riding the waves with U3A 

30 years ago, when Bribie was beginning to show flickers of light along the shoreline, Arnold Montaut decided 

that the retirees, who were settling here, had no motivation to renew the vigour of their youth, that their tide 

was out too far, and that something needed to be done to stir the waters.  So he jumped in the deep end and 

created an opportunity for the retirees to realise their dreams.  He introduced U3A to the community,        

gathering a few potential students, found them tutors and soon the tide turned and began to flow.   

Margaret Scott and Margaret Spooner were two of those early board riders and tell their tales below. 

Margaret Scott recalls hopping on her surf board in 1998, and joining 

the sewing and Italian classes with Zilpa Viccharchi in the              

Neighbourhood House. Then, at the Caboolture Tafe’s famous           

student’s lunches, she met a lady who taught music at U3A.  She was 

immediately attracted to the idea of regenerating her piano skills and 

asked to join the class.  Having given her background as a pianist, she 

was rejected on the grounds of  knowing too much, so, in 1999,       

Margaret joined the ranks as a tutor for piano classes and has been  

doing so ever since!  While reminiscing she spoke fondly of her students over the years, whose talents spread 

across a wide expanse, from those with potential to the wannabes, to those who, after two years’ tuition, still 

didn’t know where middle C was.  She spoke of how the class began as strictly piano lessons to where it is 

today, a centre for learning, a social group having a few laughs, and a support group to ride the waves with its 

members through good times and sad. She had a chuckle about the adventures you may encounter if you join 

U3A; like sitting in the gutter at some obscure Servo on the way home from the Theatre in Brisbane, all dolled 

up in the best finery, some with opera glasses to boot, all because the bus broke down. 

Margaret Spooner has ridden her surf board since 1998, and has worn many hats as a          

volunteer receptionist, admin officer, tutor of the table tennis group and vice president; but she 

discounts her roles as a minor contribution compared with the position U3A plays, as an       

organisation that cares about its members.  And she discounts her voluntary contribution as 

minor compared with the roles played by Ann Brooks as the mover, shaker and whip cracker of 

all things relating to U3A, and the Programmers, Chris, Rose and Robyn, who sort it all out.  

Margaret burst out laughing when she recalled being the volunteer backstage, in one of the 

many Roger Brooks’ entertaining shows put on during his role as the Theatre Performance 

Group’s director.  It was called ‘Outback’ and the cast included a few local chooks, clucking 

about on stage, doing what all chooks do, and creating no end of hysterics when they           

escaped. 

From those early days, when the two Margarets began their journey on the high seas of U3A, the tidal wave 

swelled.  More tutors took the plunge, more students put on their water wings and the tide continued to rise 

until members were riding on the crest of a wave and accommodation reached tsunami proportions.   

Then Covid struck and the tide receded.  U3A temporarily closed its doors.  The members were devastated 

and, for two years, the tide ebbed and flowed gently in the background, and the surfers rocked on their boards 

and waited for the waves.  

Now the doors are open again, the tide is rushing in and, 30 years after Arnold Montaut decided the tide was 

too far out, here we are just waiting for the cream biscuits to come back to the meeting area and we can surf 

on the crest of the waves again for another 30 years. 

                                                      Ann Jones 

 

CAR FAINTED 
after seeing the price of petrol! 

Answers to March newsletter puzzles 

Phrases:  Just between you and me, Forget it,             

Back door, Belong, Neon Lights, Many thanks,                      

Underwear, Too big to ignore, 3 feet underground, 

First Aid, Try to understand, Blood is thicker than water. 

Riddle me: E 


