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President’s Report
Hi Folks
I hope each of our members have been keeping well during the winter and not laid low with all the winter ills and chills.
This season has been particularly bad with Covid and respiratory infections rampant, and I would like to thank our
members who have remained diligent with minimising risk of infection and keeping yourselves safe.
We have had a wonderful term here at the U3A. Our 30th Anniversary celebrations were kicked off with a great
presentation of Shakespearean plays, brilliantly arranged by Jill Baillie and performed by a troupe of very talented actors
who appeared to effortlessly breathe life into Shakespeare’s better-known characters, with a great review in the
newsletter.
We have some red letter dates coming up over the next couple of months with a revisitation of the Masters and
Apprentices’ exhibition to be held in our Rec Hall on Friday evening 9th September. Tickets for the Opening, including
refreshments and music, available from Reception. This will be followed the next day with our 30th Anniversary ‘thank
you luncheon’ to celebrate with our longest enrolled members. Entertainment will include a song by the Auslan class plus
Richard and Sue’s ukulele group. The very popular ‘Retro Revival’ concert is scheduled for Saturday evening. This
wonderful, very popular group includes several U3A members and will be performing iconic songs from 1960s, 70s and
80s. Some tickets are still available for U3A members. In coming weeks we’ll be holding a Rock ’n Roll dance, and Spring
Ball for all our members: check details below.
October will also see us opening our doors to the public for our Open Day, Friday, 21 October from 9.00 am.

This year, we will also be hosting a Melbourne Cup event so ladies, please start thinking about your outfit, complete with
hats and fascinators. More about Term 4 events will be coming out soon.
I would like to thank Ann Brooks for all her assistance in the preparation of these events; Judi Irvine for organising all the
catering, and our wonderful Management Committee for all their assistance and direction.
Please read the newsletter carefully and take note of the new course offerings we have available for next term. Our
dedicated program team work very hard to source offerings that we hope you will find enjoyable. Remember to enrol in
your next term’s classes early to secure your place, and consider carefully which groups you would like to participate in,
as well as checking the new courses available in Term 4.
Maree Mosslar
President

DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY
At our

Rock’n’Roll Dance
On Saturday 17 September
In the Recreation Hall
Doors opening at 5.30 pm

Tickets $15.00
On sale at Reception
Monday 5 September

Be entertained with live music
performed by very popular Roy Morris

Celebrate our 30th Anniversary

Spring Ball
Wed. 12 Oct. in Bribie Recreation Hall
Doors open at 6.00pm
Old time and new vogue dances

Monte Carlo’s and lucky door prizes
LIVE MUSIC by the fabulous
‘LET’S DANCE’ BAND
Tickets - $20 on sale
at Reception from Monday, 12th Sept.
Dress code: Men: Black Tie
Women: Cocktail gown (3/4 length)

Term 4 Enrolment
8.30am - 2.30pm
Monday 5 September
to
Thursday 15 September
During these 9 days you have the opportunity to re-enrol in the courses you have been in for term 3 as
well as any other course that has a vacancy. You are also able to add your name to the waitlist if the
course is fully subscribed.

Friday 16 September
The names of people who have not re-enrolled in a course they were doing in term 3, will be deleted.
This will allow members on the waitlist to be contacted.

LIVING ENGLISH: Investigate text and the skills that contribute
to effective writing, proof reading and evaluation of our
written language.
POETS’ NOOK: Examine the history and various forms of poetry
as well as the fundamental skills of poetry writing. Write and
share your poetic works.
MATHS FOR DAILY LIFE: A practical look at the role of
mathematics in all aspects of life including health, travel,
budgeting, statistics, transport and more.
AROUND AUSTRALIA: A state by state journey examining the
geography, history, population and places of interest. Come,
join in and share your experiences.
EXPLORING DNA: Investigation of genetic genealogy basics and
common misconceptions. This course is heavily weighted
towards genealogy with little emphasis placed on the scientific
aspects of DNA or genetic engineering.
INVENTIONS AND DISCOVERIES: What are they and how have
they influenced our life today? Be amazed.
ADVANCED GENEALOGY - BRICK WALLS: This course will focus
on trying to knock down the brick walls, that often occur when
researching ancestors through online archives, libraries,
specialist and gateway sites. In this particular module the
focus will be on trying to knock down brick walls that often
occur in research and will focus on free websites. Not a
course for beginners.

Most of our great courses will be returning.
The following are one term courses,
being re-offered for a new intake of members:
A-Z OF AUSSIE MYTHS AND HUMOUR
SEEING LIFE DIFFERENTLY
COMPUTER - POWERPOINT FOR BEGINNERS
COMPUTER - WINDOWS
LAWN BOWLS
PICKLEBALL
PILATES FOR BEGINNERS
CROQUET
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

These are just a few of the current courses
looking forward to welcoming some new members.
CLASSICAL MUSIC MEETS TECHNOLOGY
QUIZZES, GAMES AND
FRIENDSHIP
MAHJONG EXPERIENCED
LAUGHTER WELLNESS

21ST CENTURY BOARD
GAMES
YOGA WITH SHARMAYNE

COMPUTER - WINDOWS ADVANCED: A
chance to review and refine your skills with
Microsoft Windows, Word and Powerpoint.

CHALLENGING THE MIND

COMPUTER - INTRODUCTION TO
FACEBOOK: Investigate the benefits of
facebook and how to start and set up
privacy settings.

CHESS FOR BEGINNERS

CROCHET AND KNITTING
CARDS 500

TAI CHI - BEGINNERS AND QI GONG

Please take the time to find out more about the courses. A more detailed outline of courses
is available on the U3A website at u3a.bribie.org.au. You could also ask fellow members who
may have done the course or come to the workroom and have a chat with one of the
programming team.

Did you know?
To keep in touch, the management committee decided to include in each edition of ‘Third Age’ some details of
plans & decisions. At their July meeting the U3A Management Committee introduced two new policies:
Class Visitor Policy
The policy limits members to attending a class only once, as a visitor; if they like the class they can then enrol. Visits
and enrolment are subject to the class tutor’s approval.
Missed Classes

It was also decided that if a student misses a class for three consecutive weeks without an apology or extenuating
circumstances being recorded, that their enrolment be cancelled and the class vacancy be offered to a student on the
waiting list.

Caravanning in style
Having been double boosted, Julie and I decided it was time to venture out again into the great

Queensland playground, so we bought a camping trailer. It’s not one of those 4-wheeler, all terrain
jobs with 5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, a folding pool table on the back and a kayak and ATV
strapped to the side. A small trailer, with a folding caravan arrangement on the top, when erected looks like an
aluminum wigwam.
YouTube videos reckoned you could erect one in 30 seconds which sounded great to me. I’ve done a lot of
camping in my life and reckon I’m pretty good at working out how to un-collapse camping equipment, although
we do have a dome tent that sometimes looks more like an overgrown sausage than a dome when I get the
bendy support poles in the wrong places. Camping and caravanning equipment is like the pinnacle of
engineering ingenuity. I mean who could imagine designing a folding bucket, or a drawer that won’t open when
travelling at 100kmh but will open when stopped with all its contents securely in place? In a caravan you need
to get used to the smallness of the environment. Moving from kitchen to bedroom without getting off your
backside, while operating the toaster in one hand and the electric blanket with the other seems to be normal.
When travelling in the UK in the seventies Julie and I stayed in a caravan owned by Julie’s great aunt. It was
one of those round shaped, 50s sort of thing that looked like a beached whale on wheels. Lighting was
provided by gas lamps on the wall with those funny little nets over the flame that somehow makes the light
bright after an hour or two.
Julie’s aunt and uncle, both in their 80s, turned up on their Norton 500 motor bike and side car to see if we were
settled in. I had not met them before so threw open the door of the van to greet them. Unfortunately, I had not
noticed a hook on the inside of the door which became entangled in my jersey as the door swung open, jerking
me out of the van. It was difficult impressing these Northern English folk with my camping skills as I swung out
with the door, hanging from the curtain hook by my collar!
Hopefully my caravanning skills have progressed from then, otherwise look out Queensland!
Greg Sibthorpe

Odds and Ends
• Lost Property. As terms roll on, Reception becomes the depository for many items. At the end of each term

appropriate items are donated to Busy Fingers and the rest are disposed of. A few weeks ago, a watch was brought
from the Council carpark to Reception. So if you have lost one, or anything else, good idea to check with U3A Reception.
• Congratulations to Colin and Sandi Hodges, active & supportive members since 2001, as committee, tutor and

volunteer members, for a very special 2022, as their QLD based granddaughter, Chelsea won gold (team) and individual
bronze at the Commonwealth games.
• Thanks to everyone for keeping to Covid guidelines. One area that we are using more frequently is the coffee area, so

a request that you sanitise your hands before you touch the supplies or equipment. Plus a reminder that you need to
bring your own cup or water container.
Not that far away! But you can have some input into what is available at your U3A.
Are there some courses you would like to see included in the program?
Do you, or someone you know, have a particular interest, knowledge or skill that you would
enjoy sharing with members?
Contact us at programme@u3a.com.au with your suggestions and help us to ensure 2023 is another great year for Bribie U3A.

HANDICRAFTERS HELP NEEDY KIDS
A weekly class of Handicraft ladies at U3A, with their Tutor
Kaye Urquhart, create an amazing variety of items from cloth,
wool, and fabric. They offered a selection of their work for
sale to members on a stall in the Recreation Hall foyer earlier
in the year and were delighted with the response.
They raised $1250 and decided to
donate it all to a worthy local cause,
Handcraft group
Bribie Island Kids Education Support
(BIKES). They invited Ken Piva, former
Chaplain, and head of St. Vincent’s BIKES charity to meet the crafty ladies and
presented him with a cheque, which Ken Piva gratefully accepted and outlined the types
of support provided to an increasing number of needy local children. There was much
Kaye Urquhart
pleasure seeing their work being appreciated and supporting a local charity by just doing
hands the cheque
what they enjoy.
to Ken

The Uke Jam!

Getting set to jam!

Due to the popularity of the
ukulele and the number of groups in
the area, we decided some time ago
to invite other players to join us at
U3A for a joint Ukulele Jam.

Last month we had our third such Jam. As well as our U3A tutors, Hazel, Heather and Nola, we had visitors from
Beachmere, Palm Lake Resort and GemLife Pacific Paradise. About 90 players strummed and sang for a great
afternoon of music and fun. We intend to hold this event twice a year in December and June.

Some of the Uke players

The group

Quilting and Sewing Friendship group
Dot Monaghan and the girls in her class felt that they would
like to do something for charity. After much discussion and a
talk from the Cancer Council, they decided to make colourful
bags: some will be sold on the Breast Cancer stalls and
others filled with necessities for the victims of domestic
violence. Well done ladies, I am sure they will all be much
appreciated.

Some spare time? Try: Classical music meets Technology with John Schmidt.
John’s knowledge of Classical Music is profound, and we find his meetings on Tuesday mornings both fascinating and
informative. We especially enjoy watching and listening to examples of relevant musical performances. For those who
are interested in, or a lover of Classical Music, then we strongly recommend the classes.
P & J Fitzgerald

A Celebration of Shakespeare
As part of our 30 year celebrations, U3A’s Shakespeare Group presented ‘A
Celebration of Shakespeare,’ and what a celebration it was! The Bard would
have been delighted as the players brought to life a selection of his readings,
scene extracts and sonnets.
Many of us regard listening to Shakespearean plays and sonnets as listening to
something written in a foreign language, but Jill Baillie’s production offered us Cheryl Stephan, Alan Blackman, Barb Barclay
a well articulated rendition. She chose Love and Loss as the theme and wooed
us into appreciating Shakespeare as a gifted storyteller and master of language through her informative
interjections between extracts, her description of the contextual backgrounds to the scenes, and by interlinking the
narrative. A simple wardrobe of black for the players, and a minimal of costuming and props befitted well the dignity
demanded of such a classic literary event.
Shakespeare’s works are universal and enduring, and throughout the
performance, we were reminded of their timelessness, the sonnets of love and the
plots and themes of murder, machinations and power-mongering in his tragedies,
in Hamlet and King Lear, so often repeated in the media today, and the
hanky-panky in the royal castles of Henry IV and Richard II that continues on in
Julie Thompson
Buckingham Palace. Mental illness looms largely in today’s world. So, too, in
Lady Macbeth
Shakespeare’s tragedies, and his characters in the performance related so well to
real life, that we became immersed in their lives. We felt the anguish of Lady Macbeth and her
hallucination of bloodied hands; and in Romeo and Juliet, we were reminded that the fate of languishing
lovers is just as relevant today as it was in Elizabethan times with its racial, ethnic and class divisions.
Shakespeare lived in the 1560’s, when Early Modern English was only about 100 years old, and many
documents were still being written in Latin. There were no dictionaries, and vocabulary in the new
Don Mullins as
language was limited. Shakespeare understood the power of language and its ability
King Lear
to paint landscapes and generate interesting atmospheres. He also understood that,
to create these and bring alive the compelling characters of his plays, he needed a more extensive
vocabulary than was on offer at the time, so he put his creativity to work, used his verbal dexterity
and enriched his writing by inventing new words and phrases to accommodate it. He fashioned
words like football for the NRL fans, unreal for those who were lost for words. and addiction as the
bane of society. We’ve all been in a pickle at some stage; most of us have seen better days; and who
hasn’t played Knock! Knock! Who’s there?
Congratulations to the whole Shakespearean Group who made this production so successful; the
Marilyn Evans as
producer, the players, the behind-the-scenes crew, the lighting manager, the front-of-house people
Cleopatra
and those who provided the sustenance during interval. To perform Shakespeare well is challenging
even for professional actors. To do so in a Council Hall is quite remarkable, but all’s well that ends well and the group
rose to the occasion, the play ended well and the players gave their audience a very polished performance. We congratulate them and look forward to a continuation of the event next year.
Ann Jones
P.S. Here is another piece of useless information - Shakespeare invented over 2000 words during his writing career.

The Company

Useful Dates
30th Celebrations : Check regularly posters, website and emails for details. Entry by ticket or invitation
Enrolments for Term 4:
Start Mon. 5th Sept. Details page 2 of newsletter
Term 3 finishes:
Fri. 16th Sept.
Weekend of 9th & 10th Sept: 9th Sept: Art Opening 6pm. 10th Sept: Luncheon 12.30, Retro Revival 7pm
Rock ’n Roll
Sat. 17th September
Term 4
Mon. 3rd Oct - Queens Birthday (Public Holiday U3A open) to Fri. 2nd Dec
Spring Ball
Wed. 12th Oct
Open Day
Fri. 21st Oct from 9am
Term 4 events: Melbourne Cup:Tues. 1 Nov. Volunteers Afternoon tea: Fri 25 Nov U3A Xmas Lunch: Mon. 5 Dec
Term 1, 2023:
Monday, Jan. 30th

New Senior's Exam - you only need 4 correct answers to pass!
1)How long did the Hundred Years' War last?
2) Which country makes Panama hats?
3) From which animal do we get cat gut?
4) In which month do Russians celebrate the October Revolution?
5) What is a camel's hair brush made of?
6) The Canary Islands in the Pacific are named after what animal
7) What was King George VI's first name?
8) What colour is a purple finch?
9) Where are Chinese gooseberries from?
10) What is the colour of the black box in a commercial airplane?
Remember, you need only 4 correct answers to pass.
Check your answers..

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

116 years
Ecuador
Sheep and Horses
November
Squirrel fur
Dogs
Albert
Crimson
New Zealand
Orange (of course)

Beer is now
Cheaper than water
DRINK, DON’T DRIVE

What do you mean, you failed?

Me, too! And if you try to tell me you passed, you lied!
Come on, when
I was your age, I
had to walk six
miles through
snow to get to
school.

So, your
parents
couldn’t
afford
petrol either?

Money Hints
Make sure that someone in
the partnership has good
credit. That is why they are
known as the
significant other
SIGN….IF….I….CAN’T
They say that money talks,
but mine just waves
‘goodbye!”

Puzzles
What has 4 letters, sometimes 9 but never has 5?
I am so fragile that if someone says my name, I break. What am I?
I am a 6 letter word. Subtract 1 letter and 12 will remain. What am I?
The shorter I am, the bigger I am. What am I?

